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INTRODUCTION 


NE of The Times’ correspondents in an illu- — 


minating article on “‘Memory and Hope’”’ 
insists upon the necessity, in these days, of being 


delivered from the tyranny of the moment. “Till 


it is set in a large context the moment remains 


unintelligible. War, tremendous as its range is, | 
cannot be valued by itself. Still less can the for- — 


tune (?) of one day in these years be interpreted 
_ by itself: it is the sequel of the past and it holds 

in itself the clue to the future; but isolated it is 
an enigma.... The duty of deliverance,’ he 


goes on to say, “is the instinctive task of faith : : 


and among the ministries of the Church this is not 
least, to give patience and courage to the people 


by setting their feet in a large place and by bidding 


them interpret Now in the light of a great past and 
a certain future.”’ 
This I believe the Church in some measure at least 


is trying Sunday by Sunday to do, ie. to set the - 


war in a large context and to interpret the Now by 
both the past and the present. The effort of this book 
is a contribution towards that high endeavour. Its 


purpose is to carry us back to a far past when similar 
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“What is to prevent this Sees gon ) 
areal fanciful and. pilin untrustworthy ? a 











ener both the circumstances of te origin and» i 

the purpose of its author. This prophecy like those 

of the Old Testament sprang out of the age when 

t was written, and is moulded and coloured by the 
life of its time. St. John’s rendering of this message “ihe 
from another world will possess the same divine 
“elements that we find in them and be liable to the 
same human limitations. Men, especially prophets, 
wrote as their times inspired them, and we can never 
_ interpret rightly so long ‘as their objects are for- 
- gotten. As Dr. Swete says: ‘‘ The book starts with 
a well-defined historical situation; to which refer- 
ence is made again at the end, and the intermediate 
_ visions which form the body of the work cannot 
“on any reasonable theory be dissociated from their 
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- now the eet was marred by strange pete " ; 
and widespread suffering. Then as now Christians 3 


express predictions of persons and actions which > 


purpose in the evolution of events, to detect the. — 





a tie fours and penile: en he Asiatic c 
towards the end of the first ae a _ Now t t 






‘Then Rome, the Beast as St. one calls her, a gre 
military Empire, dominated the world as Germa 





were perplexed and dumbfoundered, asking, ‘ "Where 
is the Christ and where are the signs of His reign — 
and kingdom?” So it was that for the enlighten- _ 
ment of His Church God gave answer to man’ Sak : 
questioning in the Revelation of Jesus Christ. And ; 
therefore, though ‘‘ we do not expect to find in it _ 


in St. John’s day were yet hidden in the womb of 
a remote future, yet we do expect and it is firmly | 
believed will find that the prophet of the New Testa- 
ment is not less able than the prophets of the Old - 
Testament to read the secrets. of God’s general 


1H. B. Swete, D.D., The Apocalypse of St. John, p. 
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allits vicissitudes and to indicate the i issues towards 
which history tends.” a RS 

Only one small section is how nee prt it will 
oe found to be complete in itself. That its message 
As singularly appropriate to our time I have proved 


: \by. the interest with which its exposition has been 
followed amongst those to whom it has been given. 


_ There is no occasion for surprise in this. The Holy 
~ Scriptures have never been found more helpful 
than they are now. Psalms, prophecies, divine 
‘teachings, have broken the fetters of time and place, 


: delivered us from the grip of the moment, set our — 
- feet in a large room and ordered our goings. They 


have enabled us to see desperate situations and 


- critical periods in their right perspective, not simply 


as national trials but as expressions of the ever 


_ moving and progressive Will of God. And of them 
all, I think none has a clearer and more helpful 


message than the Apocalypse. 

My ‘boldness in publishing these simple exposi- 
tions of a small fragment of that remarkable book 
will have been justified if any are led through it to 
see what resources are at their elbow if they will 
but take time to look at them. We can almost — 


. hear our Divine Master chiding us in our times of 
‘sad discontent and heavy depression: “O foolish 


men, and slow of heart to believe all that the pro-_ 
phets have spoken. Behoved it not the Christ to 


1 H. B. Swete, The Apocalypse of St. John, Dp. CCxil. 
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may be shown by the fact that they have been the 
general belief of the Church from the beginning 


of her history to the present time and been main- __ 
' tained in recent years by two of the ablest exposi- 
- tors of the Apocalypse, Dr. Milligan and Dr. Swete, 

whose Commentaries are unsurpassed for scholar- 


ship, insight, and devotion. 
I hope it may not be necessary to remind the 


reader that the passage of Scripture which precedes — 
each Chapter is alone of first importance and should 


be read and pondered over, with the light of the 


Holy Spirit who inspired it, before the exposition 


which follows is looked at. That is only suggestive 
and to be tested by such helps as have been pro- 


vided in the Commentaries to which I have referred 
and such others as those of Dean Vaughan and 


Bishop Boyd Carpenter. 


iffer things and to ate ‘into’ His “soty aa 
oT need only add that in this interpretation Ihave _ 
taken two things for granted: (1) that the author Pi: 
is the Apostle John, and (2) that the Apocalypse was" 
written in the later years of the reign of Domitian 
90-96 A.D. That these are not large assumptions Pisa 
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BOOK 


CHAPTER I 


THE EXCEEDING INTEREST OF THE . 
SEALED BOOK 


“« And I wept much because no one was found worthy 
to open the book.’’—REV. v. 4. 


HEN the door was opened in heaven and the 


seer was able to see the great realities of 
the spiritual world he saw much of amazing interest. — 


He writes of it as he can under images parabolic 
rather than pictorial. There is the throne of the 


Eternal encircled by a rainbow of emerald, em-— 


blematic of hope. There too the appearance of 
One that sat upon it, to look upon like a jasper 
and sardine stone; the sparkling white brilliancy 
of the former designating the holiness of God, the 
deep red of the latter His righteousness. Had he 


seen nothing more, there was enough in that revela-_ 


tion to make him feel his nothingness and deep 


sinfulness, his need of God and purification. But 


he had no time to think of self, for other pictures 
1 















eed this, that any men should be actually within — 
: nermost Sanctuary of the Universe arid. seated 
kings in a royal councilchamber. And a ss 
and the great throne stretched a sea of glass, 
“quiet, still and brilliant, as the sea looks when the 
un catches its ripples and wavelets; the distance 
seemed infinite and the depths eaten eas 


was able to ibule into the. innermost sanctuary, he 
‘saw strange creatures expressive of the elemental 
forces of Nature, full of eyes before and behind, 

intently vigilant and watchful, moving in and about 
the Throne. All this and much more was revealed, 

_to the awful accompaniment of heavy peals of 
_ thunder and frequent flashes of lightning. 

Now it is surely surprising, with so much to dis- 
tract and bewilder him, with all the realities of 
Divine Presence Chamber flashed upon his 
‘mind, and all the powers of his being leaping forward 
_to take in what they meant, that his attention 

should have been riveted on a book. The elders, 
: the living creatures, the sea of glass, the flaming — 
torches passed as nothing compared with this book 








it could re no ouhet but the book t 
: deepest emotions in his date it was. the ca 
_ bitter weeping. | ee 
@ Why is this? we mG What does it. me in | 

_ Why so much concern over a closed book? ‘Iti 
_ true it was no ordinary roll; it was written not only re 
within but also without, that i is it was full of ease ; 
and it was sealed with seven seals. . 










Him. There must have been then something int the oe : 
_book itself that stirred the very depths of his being - 
and gave cause for such sadness. 

Was it a revelation of his own future hich fe! tis 
longed to look into, but for which he was unable ? 
Did it contain passages which would describe what 
he would know when he passed through the veil? 
_ This would have certainly satisfied a natural curios: 
ity, but it would have given no occasion for tears. _ 

It would have stimulated hope, inspired fresh con- 
fidence, but he who had already waited solong for 
the liberty of the other life could wait a littlelonger, ) 
No, there was something deeper than that. Men - 
weep from sadness or bitter disappointment, either — ie 
_ because they have lost friends or because they had 2 
within their grasp the promise of a great oppor- 
tunity which seemed as though it would never be 
realized. It was this latter that caused one not 











ae eyed to tears Oy weep. Ake . “especially. | 


_ during the last fifty years, had presented serious 4 


_ problems which he could not solve, immense * 


difficulties which baffled, his understanding, and — 


he was convinced that the answer lay in the sealed 
. book. He longed then to have it opened, but there 


_ was no one able to do it. 

. Let us first see what these difficulties were. He 
looked back on along and memorable life. His boy- 
hood was like that of any other Galilean peasant, and 
his early manhood not unlike that of his compan- 
ions. But the trumpet call of the Baptist roused 
repentance anda passionate longing forGod. Under 
that impulse he was baptized. Thencame that day 
which always stood out as one of his great days, 
when his attention was directed to Christ as the 
Lamb of God bearing and taking away the sin of 
the world, followed by that first private interview 
when he knew at least this, that he had found the 
Friend of his life. And then came those perfect 
years of discipline and teaching, of intimacy and 
growing adoration, years in which he had seen the 
amazing power of his Master: lepers cleansed, hungry 
multitudes fed, the storm calmed, the dead raised; 
and His still more astounding love, patience and 
restraint. Though crowded with events the three 
“years had gone like a flash, and then suddenly 
through the Crucifixion and death of his Master 
all his hopes lay shattered, but in three days they 
were restored in Christ risen from the dead, 





: words could have anticipated. 
when he was a fisherman. 


_ few fishing friends, an interest in boats and nets. 
engrossed him, but now it was Humanity that 


“new Churches built. All men sought him out , 


for many days’ journeying. It was not only his 


_ but the fact that he knew and could speak from 
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We must remember that the: outlook ot 


















Then Palestine was 
entire world; now he looked as far west as. 
Britain, and almost as far east as India. Then 








claimed his attention, his missionary zeal and devo- 


tion. Everywhere there were sna bik and ai : 


because he was the one who knew, the jonly one left _ 
who had actually seen the Christ, witnessed the Cruci-. 

fixion, touched the risen Lord. Men and women 
would count an hour’s talk with him as a full reward 


love and his saintliness that were so attractive, 


experience of the earthly life of the Word made 
( B f 











ie 4 i Sad as ‘they yond ane he many ee : 
Le SOs he would ask them: How was the Church going 
’ forward? What were its difficulties? Who were ~ 
its helpers? Were they overcoming? The answers 
he received were of surprising interest, yet in many 
eases they were disappointing. 


It was plain that the world was still invonqueded 


and the faith still upheld only by the few, the Dragon 
and the Beast were masters. 


For against the omnipotence of the Invisible Christ 
was ranged the brutal success of the great Empire 
of the world. Rome was everywhere, proud, boast- 
ful, arrogant and tyrannical. She trampled down 


‘the hosts of Britons in the West, she harried the 


poor Armenians in the East; she crushed with 


relentless severity rebellion anywhere. Accept her 


government, submit to her laws and she would 


throw her shield about you, but question her author- 


ity on the smallest matter, and she ground you to 


~ powder. St. John could only describe her as a great 
~and terrible wild animal, like a leopard in her cruel 


treachery, a bear in her masterful strength, and a 
lion in her greed and fury.1 And with this the 
verdict of history agrees. 

Gibbon, no unfriendly critic of Rome, thus de- 
scribes the Empire St. John beheld: ‘“‘ The golden 
age of Trajan and the Antonines had been preceded 
by an age of iron. It is almost superfluous to 
enumerate the unworthy successors of Augus- 


1 Rev. xiii. 2. 
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rius, the furious Caligula, the feeble Claudius, the 
profligate and cruel Nero, the beastly Vitellius, eo 2 


and the timid inhuman Domitian, are condemned 


to everlasting infamy. During fourscore’ years. 
(except only the short and doubtful respite of. 


_ Vespasian’s reign) Rome groaned beneath an un- a 


ae 


_ this kingdom was organized on the basis of slavery, 


‘Yemitting tyranny which exterminated the ancient 
‘families of the Republic and was fatal to almost — 


every virtue and every talent that arose during that — ee 
unhappy period. Under the reign of these mon--/ +7 ys 
sters the slavery of the Romans was accomplished — : 

by peculiar circumstances which made their condi 7234) 
tion more completely wretched than that ‘of the ; 
victims of tyranny in any other age or country.”’ 

Nothing was able to withstand her, the civilized world 
was in her grasp. And when it is remembered that 


a system which meant robbing a man of every right 
that nature gave him and which resulted naturally 
in the formation of thieves, liars and prostitutes, 
for “ the slave woman was a little lower than the 
animal; she might not have offspring,” it can be 
readily realized how hateful it was to the Apostle.’ — 
For there were sixty millions of these unfortunate 
creatures. The Apostle knew them well, for they 
formed a large part of the Christian Church. His 

1 Glover, The Jesus of History, p. 68. es 




















ndwelt We a ea as. seul: as her masters. Phere s 
as a unity about its faith as there was’ about its\ 
expression. The religion that animated her was 
f the worst. It seems strange that an Empire nt 
aried in its ‘populations should have had but — 
one faith. But with a power that almost amounted — 

) genius she adopted practically every faith that 
he came into contact with. She embraced all 
el cults, all the creeds, and at last all the philo- 
-sophies in one great system. Itis true there wereex- — 
ceptions. There was a small objectidnable race called 

_ Jews; there were possibly some Druidsin Southern — 
_ Britain, and here and there there was a solitary 
atheist who represented no one but himself. These. i 
few exceptions were the freaks amongst mankind. 
Apart from them mankind was united in its general 

_ beliefs about the gods. The world had but one 
religion, that of the Court. It was grossly 

_ superstitious, vilely iramoral and pandered to every 
low and vulgar feeling. ‘‘ In the Temple of Aphro- 
dite at Corinth there were women slaves dedicated — 

: to the goddess, who owned them and who received - 


‘ 


1 Glover, The Jesus of History, p. 68. 
2 Glover, The Jesus of History, p. \198. 



















— Such Ried was the ey oppressive, 
and ‘heartless, and yet. a great success, a source | 
pride to all Romans. On the other hand the Bod: 
ee the living ane reigning Christ seemed cru 











se a nothing happened mockers arose sayin : 
; _ “ Where is the promise of His coming, for from the 
; _day when the fathers fell asleep all things continu ain 
/ : as they were from the beginning of creation i ef 
Questions then were raised which were not easy 
to answer. And many then would say, as many say — 
A to-day i in a like trial when another terrible Beast, 
: _ strong, clever, unscrupulous, is ravaging the fairest f 
parts of the earth: “If only He would speak and 
make plain what is so difficult, if only He would 
tell us whether this victorious career of the Beast ee 
is to go on unchecked or whether one day it will 
fall like Babylon of old, crushed by its own weight. 
Perhaps the sealed book would tell, perhaps when _ 
opened he would see’ what this strange contradic- _ 


ioe 


Bare ch 3.4 1 Glover, The Jesus of History, p. 205. Ae 











a tions ieneeen the Power of Rome ant pune ower 
‘ Christ really meant es Uae tae san ie 
The problem was* the more  papleing because a 

the Church herself was far from being what she 
ee to have been. Taking seven Churches closely 
- situated to one another and in very much the same 
circumstances as representative of the Church 
. everywhere, only two could be regarded with any 

satisfaction. Of the other five, one wasso indifferent 


4 as to earn Christ’s contempt, another so bewitched — 


by some prophetess that it seemed as though nothing 
but an awful judgment could save it, another per- 
meated by the spirit of worldliness, another resting 
in self-satisfaction, and another in danger of extinc- 
tion. - Everywhere it was much the same, the love 
of some had waxed cold, the simplicity of others 
spoiled, and the faith of many indefinite and 
formal. Perhaps this was St. John’s hardest trial, 
as it is ours. We say indeed that Christianity has 
not failed, but we know the Churches have. Where 
shall we find one Church which Christ will regard 
with satisfaction? Shall we go to Rome, London, 
Paris, Petrograd, New York, Belgrade, or Berlin, 
or must we go to some out-of-the-way place, some 
retired spot in the mountains, in order to find a 
Christian Body that will remind us by its zeal, 
simplicity and ‘Apostolic spirit of the Church of the 
first days ? 

But Rome's unchallenged success and the weak 
condition of the Church were not the only problems - 


é 





of which he had been told. Judea had been invaded 
and for two years Jerusalem had been besieged. St. 


John of course knew every street of the city, every _ 
‘stone of the famous Temple. He was as familiar — 
with the political parties in Jerusalem as the Russian __ 


with those that have torn Petrograd, and his heart 


was rent as he read of the awful civil strife ae 


which rendered it such an easy prey to the invader. 3 
Friends doubtless had told him how five years 


before the destruction of the city there had been _ 


supernatural warnings, how a mysterious light had 
gleamed for three hours of midnight in the Holiest 
Place; how the enormous gates of brass which it 
required the exertions of twenty men to move had 
opened of themselves and could not be shut ; how 


the priests had heard sounds of departing deities 


who said to each other, “ Let us depart hence.’ 
He had heard of the incredible horrors of the 
Zealots, who though representing themselves as the 
champions of God’s cause, were guilty of every con- 
ceivable horror. Strengthening their hands by the 
help of the wild Idumzans they murdered, scourged 
and tortured the citizens indiscriminately. ‘‘ The 


1 Farrar, Early Days of Christianity, p. 204. 





wi at the Saiiode. Pesta has seen 10: ees his bats oe 
nation pass out of sight. His Master had indeed 
foretold this, and he therefore expected it, but no BEA 
effort of the imagination could picture the horrors 





aie. »_ doings witht the city, of the ory ‘i 
xions outside it, of the ruthless: massacres Ha 











had its ie described would, in Len of its, 
feel almost. broken-hearted. It is ce he 


2, for now the very Temple was a heap coe 
led ruins and the old Judaism was gone. hea ay 
And this tragedy was emphasized by other. 
atastrophes. In the city of Rome a pestilence had. 
carried off tens of thousands of the citizens, and in 
he country” a disastrous inundation of the Tib r 
ncumbered the roads with ruins. In Lydia an 
encroachment of the sea had wrought fearful havoc. 
In Asia city after city had been shattered to the 
dust by earthquakes. ‘The world itself seemed 
1 Farrar, Early Days of Christianity, p. 211. 
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to be shaken to pieces and there was universal 
consternation. Comets, eclipses, meteors, parhe- 
lions, terrified the ignorant and were themselves 
the pretexts for Imperial cruelties.1_ Auroras tinged 
the sky with blood. Volcanoes like Vesuvius seemed 
to be waking to new fury. Herculaneum and 
Pompeii had been overwhelmed and buried beneath 
heaps of lava sixty to seventy feet deep. No place 
seemed safe,.no people secure ; and the opinion of 
Tacitus was probably that of every cultivated 
heathen observer: ‘‘ Never was it rendered certain 
by clearer indications or by more deadly massacres 
of the Roman people that the gods care nothing 
for our happiness, but do care for our retribution.’’ ? 
Now the Christians of those days saw these things 
and were troubled as we are at like things. It 
seemed almost blasphemous to say that the Christ 
of the Gospels was King over such a world as that. 
Either one must hold with Tacitus that He cared 
nothing, or else that He was helpless. What other 
alternative was there? So they would gather 
round the aged Apostle with their doubts and ques- 
tionings and would say: “‘ Master, master, what is 
the Lord we serve doing? Is He not King of all 
the earth, are not these horrors happening in His 
own dominion? Why then does He not prevent 
them? Why does He not crush this great Beast 
which is trying to crush us? Why does He not 


1 Farrar, Early Days of Christianity, pp. 216, 217. 
27 Dace, LE, Ae OO. 





aes tell: us ne lied ae storm 0 on nthe Sed of Galilee 2 
Why does He not cast out these demons of cdi 


gi and lust as He did those whom you met in Gadara - : 


3 Why does He not protect His own as He protected 





“ the Apostolic band? Why is it He is silent, quies- 
A : cent, unmovable, tell us, master, tell us, lest we 
lose our faith. You say, ‘God is Love,’ and yet 


hatred rules. You say, ‘ Abide in the Truth and 


_the Truth shall make you free,’ but the whole world 


is in bondage to lies. You say, dear master, for- 


c give us for pressing these questions but we cannot 
_ dismiss them, that the victory that overcomes the 
_ world is faith, but unbelief seems to rule everywhere.” 
_ And we can imagine how the Apostle would bury his 
~ face in his hands and say: ‘‘ These questions are 


difficult, my children. JI have pondered them often 
myself and seen no clear answer. But one day Christ 
will make it plain through His Spirit. You know He 
did not always explain our difficulties when He was 


with us. He would say, ‘I have many things to say 
-unto you, but ye cannot bear them now,’ and ‘ The 
Spirit Himself will lead you into all the truth.’ We 


must be patient, my sons, and think and wait, and 


- waitand think. Did He not tellus to watch, never to 


cease watching, and as we watched He would reveal 
Himself. Yes, surely He cometh, nay, He is here 
even now, not as we first thought, but in surer, 
more blessed ways. Heis here and through the Spirit 
He will tell us all that is good for us to know. Watch 





was. 


But now there in the Sealed book lay the answer, 
its very position in the right hand of Him that sat _ 
on the Throne was an invitation; its very fullness ce 
an indication that nothing would be wanting. And 
yet the challenge that had resounded through — 
heaven for some one to come forth and open its 
mysteries had met with no response. Neither 


statesman nor philosopher could even look upon it, 


much less read it, so awful were its tragedies, griefs 


and sorrows. And closed as it was to earth, it was 
not open to heaven, neither crowned elder nor angelic 


potentate had either the spirit or the experience to Be! 


Acie eee ey 
then, my sons, wat" a Sd ‘we may Abin an ne nf 
trying to help the\many anxious inquirers of his © 
own aS Suede 4 nevertheless how pear ok he 





interpret it. And none under the earth, none of | ne, 


those mysterious beings that tried to search out 


hidden things, were of any use here. The universe 


- was baffled. It seemed as though the closed book 


would remain closed, and with it the one chance of 


knowing something of God’s plan and meaning. No 


wonder the Apostle wept, and wept bitterly: never 
was there such an opportunity ; never was mankind 
nearer a great discovery which would bring relief 
to many burdened consciences; never was the 


intellect within such measurable distance of a revela- 


tion which would justify the Son of God to those 


lost. 


who believed in Him. And yet the hope seemed : 












: akes ay ahs has used every conceivable form oft 
ruelt y and savagery in order that by frightfulness 
nay intimidate where she does not conquer. 


to think at all, ‘ What does it all mean? Why 
ould one strong nation be allowed to plunge the 
whole of Europe into war? And why has that one been 
o successful ? Of course if no One is looking after 
things, then itis intelligible that the strong and well- 
prepared battalions should win, then war is justi- 
ble and might makes right, but if the Christian 
creed is true which tells us that the most perfect 
Example of Justice, Truth and Gentleness that the. 
- world has seen has ascended into Heaven and sitteth 
on the right hand of God, then we ask where is His 
: sovereignty : ? Where are the signs of His power ? 
: War, Famine, and Death seem to contradict His 





- government of the affairs of men. Every day the 


\ 
at 


“verywhere ao are asking, when they have time 
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message. Peat 
Is there ‘no revelation : ? Has pedo ce se 


and a sone to understand His teachings : ? 
is a Book which contains the answers, then 1 


in the Popeticion quietly ea “ that thieuete 
_ there may be a Providence guiding events, it is not 
safe to ask what part Christ has in it. Incarnate, 
you say, two thousand years ago—yes, perhaps SO, i 
but nea since. Was not that, whee the 





His Fr eisai, bit of His deat in the affairs: we 
of earth?” iy 

So some say if they venture to think, but eee 
majority dare not face the conclusions of their — es 
creed. For them it seems better to go on with their 
work without trying to harmonize their faith and ip 
life. And yet such an attitude is perilous. If — 
once we separate dogma from life, if once we admit 












and he taketh it out of ihe right hand of Him that 
ae when he had taken the book, 












anc priests ; ; and they reign upon the earth. And. T 
rone and the living creatures and the elders ; sand the — 


and thousands of thousands ; saying with a great voice, 
Worthy is the Lamb that hath been slain to receive fhe 





and glory, and blessing. And every created thing which 
MN is in the heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, 
and on the sea, and all things that are in them, heard I 
saying, Unto Him that sitteth on the throne, and unto the 





the aeued. for ever and ever. And the four living 
creatures said, Amen. And the elders fell down and 
_ worshipped.’’—REy. v. 5-14. | ‘ 
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saw, and I heard a voice of many angels round. about the | 


number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, aie 


power, and riches, and wisdom, and might, and honour, iy 
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’ living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, a Lam 


were difficulties then even for Him. Bren He, 


rae SURPRISE. 


Ao 


And I saw in the midst of the tiene and of the fo 


“Grogs as though it had been slain.”’"—REv__ v 


that there was no one % open tha seal 
book, one of the elders bade him cease his wee 
ae as a Revealer of the secrets iit in i 








Reiwicdce of the Divine Mystery hele digcloges 
St. John of course knew at once Who wa 
intended: it was the strong Son of God Who 
had strength sufficient to penetrate the mystery. 
He had prevailed—that was the message. Thee 


one with the Father as He was, had not found — 
the task of winning the knowledge gage 
for interpretation easy. It had only been attained © 
at cost, at sacrifice. But He had done it. And 
now He could come forth in all His victorious — 
. might and make plain the mysteries that perplexed 


the Church. The Apostle looked eagerly 6) His a 
21 | 





"appearances. apie in hese amazing « disclosures & 7 
of the things that must shortly come to pass, He a 









ay % tint 


had appeared as the High Priest of Humanity in 


. - sacerdotal robes, girt about the paps with a golden 


girdle; now He would doubtless appear as the 


omnipotent King of Kings, crowned with the triple 
crown, armed with might, sceptred with majesty, 


and surrounded by the Court of Heaven. Trumpets 


would sound, thunders would roar, and the Omnipo- 
- tence of Heaven would be seen concentrated in Him 


Who had conquered. 

But no; there was no fanfare of Heaven's 
orchestra, no procession of Heaven’s warriors, no 
King, but only a solitary Victim “ standing as it had 


been slain.” Yes, what St. John saw could only 


be pictured under the image of a slain lamb such as he 
had often seen in the Temple Courts in the old 
paschal days, slaughtered and yet standing alive, 
killed, and yet bearing, the marks of an abiding 
sacrifice. 

It was an immense surprise, as though some 


mother whose gallant. son had earned immortal 
fame through some heroic deed on the battlefield, hav- 


ing begged that he might, if only for a moment, be 
revealed to her, saw him not as she had expected, 


' glorious in the new fresh beauty of Heaven and 


radiant with the glory of Paradise, but lying as he 


was stricken on the battlefield, his side gaping with the 


ghastly bayonet wound. Where, the seer would ask, 


is the strength of the Lion of Judah? Where does 





z THE. ‘SURPRISE ag” ; 
His Fihecine might reside: 2 That He has strength — 


Gh toa AM ay 


it is plain. For though gentle as the lamb He has - My 


the seven horns of superhuman strength, as also the 
seven eyes of superhuman knowledge. He can do all 


things and see everything. This made clear to the — . 


Apostle that not one of the horrors which had so 


shaken his mind had escaped the sight of Christ, 


and not one of the burdens which he was endeavour- — 
ing to carry but had its-place in the load of the 
strong Son of God. And yet with this Omnipotence 
and Omniscience He was still the Lamb standing 
as it had been slain. When the Apostle had re- 

covered from his surprise two thoughts emerged: 
the one had relation to the Book of Destiny, the 
other to this tangled world of war, famine and 
death so baffling to the ordinary mind. 

(t) With regard to the Book, he realized as 
never before that only the strength of sacrifice 
could open it. It was obvious that neither physi- 
cal nor intellectual force could be of service here. 
The strong healthy man is ‘almost forbidden by 
the very fact of his vigour to understand the 
sickness of the world: his feeling is that every 
one ought to be well, and if the is not he is of no 
service. So too, the man of mental vigour cannot 
realize the sorrows and infirmities of the world. 
If only people did the right things there would be 
no sorrow. No, the only people who can interpret 
suffering are sufferers. Dante could write the 
Purgatorio and Inferno because he had been in hell ; 
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cee or of a wicked city, but of a degenerate 
He was ever bending ‘under the load of the 


y or Jerusalem, but of ends, Antioch, Athens. We 


Sone with it, and consequently we understand but 
little of the griefs and difficulties of others. If;they 


_ tons, we hastily retreat, for we know we cannot deal 
with them. We wonder at the great dramatists that 
_ they are able to depict characters like that of Ham- 
let overburdened with human misery and caught 
in the toils of a hundred snares.. As we watch them 

encompassed by difficulties we are inclined to cry 
| out, “Stay, that is enough,” our sympathy is 


st en th necessary ; for the understanding and), 
pretation of earth’ S trials and Nets is Aes, 









as Ons Who was Te not the burdens of a 


an race. Itwasnot simply the burden of Nazar- 


( begin to open their cupboards and show their skele- 


Eee 


“Ond Who i is reithin’ ‘He is not ike the i imagi 





writer or artist who projects himself into ie 


of actual experience. Christ always could do 


and as none other could. The grief of. Mary ie 
and Martha drew from Him groans and tears as ne 
_ though their bereavement was His own; the future 
horrors that would gather round Jerusalem were 


not simply those of imagination but of actual felt — 
knowledge, and His weeping as though He had ie 


passed through. ‘the beleaguered city. He therefore — a 


can interpret wars, famines, pestilences, can look 
steadily into them as none other, because through — 


His amazing sympathy He has as it were been i 


there. For others this book of the woes of Human- © 
ity in its long life’s history is too terrible even to 
look into, much more to interpret, but He the Man 
of Sorrows and acquainted with grief has both the 
experience and the calm strong control which are he 
requisite for its explanation. St. John sees, there_ 


_ fore, why as Revealer of the secrets of the Book of 


Destiny Christ appears as the Lamb slain. 
(2) But this is only a small part of the cieiiseneen 
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: : “of that neo fests in the Hovelation of our ores as he 
Victim of the world’s sacrifice. St. John’s chief 


trouble, as it is ours, was the successful power of 


‘materialism. Rome conquered and dominated, and 
Christ seemed either absent or powerless. He knew, 


of course, He was not absent, but how to present 


_ Him to the suffering Christians of his own time as 
the solution of all their perplexities he knew not. 


The Lion of the tribe of Judah would have appealed 


- tothem because it would have been force against 
_ force, and it would appeal to us, but the pees of 
_ the Lamb is baffling. 


So it is to us, for we, too, are accustomed to associ- 


ate all strength with material force. The strength of 


the wrestler is to us more evident than that of the 
invalid, that of the crane which lifts with ease its 
tons of weight more obvious than that of the’man at 
prayer. The might of the ocean that hammers 
against the cliff and rends the rocks affects the 
imagination as the quiet persistent opposition of 


the righteous against evil fails to do. Now and 


again an Athanasius contra mundum stirs us, now 
and again the strong will that bows down the 
crowd by its imperious force excites our applause, 
but ordinarily the strength of the lion appeals as 
the gentleness: of the lamb does not. We like to 


< think that with one swish of his tail he can turn a 


man over, with one blow of his paw he can break a 
man’s arm. So to-day when we see materialistic 
force exhibited on the largest and most impressive 
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” scale, reaching with its long. arm Apaltis aa 
_ distant, and overwhelming with its mighty explo- 
sion hills and villages which we thought invincible, 
“This is the thing,” we say; ‘‘ let us put more and 
more into these munitions, ever bigger guns, ever 


more destructive shells.’”’ It is true we remember 


that their very existence is due to the national will. 


Every shell represents the will-power of many 
agents, and before it finds its objective many and 
many more. But here again the will is exerted in 


a material direction; it becomes materialistic, it 


loses its own spiritual quality. Few will say it is 


not necessary: war can only be destroyed by war; 


militarism will never see its outrageous madness 
till it is crushed by the very power it confides in. 
When it has heaped together all its forces, expended 
terrific energies, slaughtered all its manhood, be- 
reaved all its women, when none are left but the 
aged and the very young, and aman is more precious 
than the gold of Ophir, then even Germany willcry, 
“Never no more,” and the world will have got one 
farther stage on in its moral progress. But still the 
very fact of the necessity of material force confuses 
us and seems to help on the delusion that only by 
might and power does the world go forward. 

Now against this we have this strange picture of 
absolute gentleness, living through the power of its 
sacrifice. Against the Beast is set the Lamb. Against 
the brutal force of conquering Might is set Sacrifice. 
And it is this that Christ is using from within. It 
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he a pee Him, taught St. Toll that the 
orrows of the world were still His sorrows, that — 
he afflictions of those martyred at Rome and : 
elsewhere were His afflictions, that He was still, | 
; the Baptist had long ago pointed Him out, the 
mb of God bearing the world’ s burden, and 
standing amongst them, and there lies the difficulty, 
as though He had been crucified. 
It is not easy to grasp this. The Romar Church 
has endeavoured to bring it home to their people 
by representing under words not easy to under- 
stand that every time the priest breaks the conse- 
crated wafer Christ suffers afresh pangs of pain like 


—unbloody ; such a view, if we have expressed it 
rightly, seems alike irreverent and unreasonable ; 
others while repudiating this yet declare in hymns and 
prayers that He feels all our pains, knows all our 
“sorrows, shares all our anxieties, and this in a way 

far more true and perfect than our most intimate 
friends. Such hymns as: | 














~ to those on Calvary, that the sacrifice is real though 
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Though now ascended up on high, 

He bends on earth a brother’s eye, 

Partaker of the human name / 

He knows the frailty of our frame. tN 


Our fellow sufferer yet retains 
A fellow feeling of our pains, 
And still remembers in the skies 
His tears, His agonies and cries. 


In every pang that rends the heart 
The Man of Sorrows had a part ; 
He sympathizes with our grief, 
And to the sufferer sends relief. 


Such prayers as, ‘‘ Almighty God, Who art 
afflicted in the afflictions of Thy people, regard 
with Thy tender compassion the anxious and the 
bereaved,’ are amongst our dearest possessions, and 
we refuse either to give them up or to characterize 
them as mere poetical sentiments. They are the 
very life of our souls, and to be robbed of them would 
be to be left miserable indeed. 

Now let us think for a moment what this means. 
Try to imagine the agony and bewildering sorrow of 
‘the few who during this war have allowed us to. 
share it with them; remember the shock as we 
read in the paper that the shadow had fallen on 
their home, and ‘the distress it brought us; think 
of the prayers we made, the letters we wrote, in 
which we said He would know better how to express 
comfort because He knew our friend better. And * 








oe then widen your ns: to all the bevel: in . the | 


Church where you worship, widen it still farther to © 
your city, then to the thousands of your own coun- 
_ try, and then to the tens of thousands amongst our 

Allies, and then again to the desolate homes and 
~ the broken hearts in Germany and Austria, and then 
_to the wide world outside, and try if you can to 


a picture the Redeemer’s heart and mind torn with © 


the grief of all, bearing their sorrows, alleviating 
their pains, removing their fears as we know He 
does. Does not such a thought, which is an essen- 
tial part of our Christian faith, lead us at once to 
the vision of Christ as St. John saw it, that of a 
Lamb standing as it had been slain. We remember 
He is ours, as we are His, that no mother loves a 
child as He loves us, that He is in us as we are in 
Him, and then ask yourself, ‘‘ If these be facts, Who 
is suffering most in this furnace of fire, Whois feeling 
most in this agony of sorrow ?’’ We hardly dare to 
think of it; even the Crucifixion on the first Good 
Friday seems to pale before this crucifixion of His 
own Body on the battlefield, where His members _ 
are pierced through and through and His sacred 
Head crowned with the Crown of Shame. 

And yet awful as it is to contemplate, it is the 
one groundwork of Hope, there is none other. We- 
have indeed hope in our Cause, but chiefly on this 
ground that it is His Cause. We are on His side, 
not He on ours, and we know that amidst the clash 
of opposing wills that now finds expression in shells 
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and Pui iiece and wen peace comes, in divergent | 


aims, He will find, nay is now finding, a wav out 
for something larger and better than anything the 


world has yet seen. But-the strong fact on which | 


we rely is His Presence with us in this struggle, 


-and this not as the Judge condemning our sins, but ae 


as the Sufferer, the Victim feeling our woes. 

If this interpretation be correct, then whatever may 
be the mysterious truth that underlies the breaking 
of the bread in the Eucharist, we can at least see 
this, how It necessarily takes up into itself all the 
sacrifice of which the world is at present so full and 
unites it to Itself. J have been told that somewhere 


in Flanders there still stands a great crucifix and 


that there is a large hole in the Redeemer’s side, 
large enough for the birds to build a nest in, which 
they delight to do. This is only a parable of the 


truth that the active sacrifice of the fighter and the : 


passive sacrifice of the mother are taken up into 
His sacrifice and made one with Him, not simply in 
His great act of Good Friday,when He made the one 


full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, but the Eternal — 


Sacrifice which He has ever since been making, and 
is making now as the Lamb standing by the heavenly 
altar as though it had been slain. How mistaken 
then to suppose that because He was the Gentle 
Galilean therefore He was removed from our strife ! 
How impious to believe that because He hates war 


therefore He is the Pacifist Who would have nothing © 


to do with it! And yet He is not there so much as 













ad. been slain ever since then. ,Calvary had of 
course its own particular horrors never to be known 
again : Christ could never again pass through death; 

He was the One that had. died and now lived; but 


“principle of Sacrifice which is embodied in and 


_ pression. It found expression in His incarnate life 
in one way, during His earthly life in one way, and 
during His heavenly life in yet another. He does 
not, as heroes do, throw Himself into one desperate 


before engaging in another. He is always sacrificing 
in one form or another, always giving, always 
- pouring out His life, always sharing burdens, always 
devoting Himself to humanity. So many’ think 
that He has, as it were, retired and now sacrifices by 


were only expressions of eternal cinepiees ane : 
St. John saw that the Lamb had been slain from the : 
foundation of the world, having of course its most — 
marvellous exhibition in Calvary, so He saw that He 


that must not be taken to mean that the aterm 


identified with Him at any single moment lacks ex- 


enterprise and then cease, or perhaps rest awhile 


7eS laid. a rathbe than cboes the j immen- ae F 
of the force Ge He had said bina Bagh 
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Earthly forms of what is beyond all time and elon 
_ to heaven as well as to earth. Heaven understands. 
it and acclaims it. It forms the theme of its praise 
and worship. When the Lamb had taken the book, j 
then, we are told, the four living creatures and the i 


elders prostrated themselves before Him and glori- 
fied Him, not as the One Who alone was strong — i 
enough to open the book but as the One Who had 
a right to do so because He had been offered in, 


sacrifice. And this glorious homage of eee i 


praise was taken up by the voices of countless angels — 


on every side of the Throne, thousands upon thou- — : 


sands, myriads upon myriads, their one theme being 
His worthiness to receive all that they could give, 
power and riches, and wisdom and might, and 
honour and glory and blessing, because He had 
been offered in sacrifice. | 

So we learn that though sacrifice must in nee 
be very different in form from what it is on earth, 
yet it is there as it is here, the one subject of 
greatest interest, the one that stirs perpetual and 


highest adoration. 














ae “Now it is Whee we ein’ ton see this and cele ahs 
that the Person Who is most in the war, Who 


ads most truly its chief Victim, is our Lord Jesus 


Christ that we gain a clearer view as to where the 
_ power to get a righteous decision lies. Though a 


oe Lamb standing as it had been slain, yet He has the 


seven horns of power and the seven eyes of omni- 
science. Strength and insight are seen to lie in 
gentleness and sacrifice. A way is being won out 
through them. The Beast will be overcome by 
-the Lamb. We had thought that His’ silence, 
His refusal to overthrow armies were signs of 
_ His absence: on the contrary, they are the proofs. 
of His presence. It is not in the battle shock, in 
the wild struggle for position and in the clash of 
armies that He is most easily discerned, though the 
moment of supreme sacrifice when some lad gives 
up his all is that which, being likest to His own, 
touches Him most nearly, but in the great calm still » 
nights, when men are resting before the battle 
begins again, at the funerals when the dead are laid 
to rest, at the Communions where men seek His life, 
in the bereaved homes whenthe dreaded news 
arrives, in the hospitals where the sick are creeping 
out of death into life, it is then that He opens out 
that new force, and yet as old as it is new, the force 
of sacrifice which radiates from Himself and will, 
as it has done before, prove itself to be the conquer- 
ing power of the world. 











a WoIc e cof thunder, Come. 


u ing, JEN to conquer. ih oe 
( when he opened the second Bo I heard the 
ond living creature faring, Come, And another horse 














and. “And I hosed ® as ‘it were a voice in the midst 
of the four living creatures saying, A measure of wheat 
for a penny, and three measures of barley for a Pony = 
and the oil and the wine hurt thou not. 
| And when he opened the fourth seal, I heard the 
oice of the fourth living creature saying, Come. And 
I saw, and behold, a pale horse: and he that sat upon 
im, his name was Death ; and Hades followed with him. 
there was given unto them authority over the fourth 
part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with famine, 
oa with death, and by the wild beasts of the earth. r 





given to take ce ‘from the canal aed oe cy a 
oe sie one another < : and there was given ‘unto bie : 














. _ trembling expectation of the disciple as he eagerly — 






CHAPTER III 


ULTIMATE VICTORY CERTAIN. bie 


“« And I saw, and behold, a white horse, and he that 
sat thereon had a bow ; and there was given unto him 
a crown: aad he came forth conquering and to 
conquer.’’—REv. vi. 2. 


“HE great chorus of universal praise was over, — 

the wonderful music of heaven stilled, when He 

Who had prevailed to open the book brake the first 
of the sevenseals. It is impossible to imagine the 


watched his Master take the first step towards reveal- 
ing the secrets of the Book of Destiny. In it he Was. 37 
convinced were contained the answers to his per- 
plexities, the revelation of God’s mind on these 
terrible facts with which the world confronted hime 
How would they be disclosed? The writing sug- 
gested words, statements, teachings such as Christ 
_had given them when sitting on the Mount of Olives 
He told them of the destruction of Jerusalem. But — 
if this were his thought he was wrong. Though the 
book was full of writing within and without, its = 
contents’ were revealed in a series of pictures. Pic- 
37 D Sl aN 





























bell and io nal Chageeh: 


the sealed book did not immediately follow the 
reaking of the seal. There was a pause as though | 


dently the invitation given, by one of the living — 
creatures who cried with a loud voice, “ Come.”’ 


general wish on the part of Nature that they should - 
take place. For the living creatures symbolize intelli- 
gent Nature. St! Paul, we remember, depicts the 
whole creation groaning and travailing i in birth pangs 
till some great deliverance should be effected, some 
redemption of humanity should be realized, as 
though it was: possessed by an intense longing for 
‘its freedom bound up with man. So here again is 
_ the same thought that Nature must give her assent — 
to certain desperate remedies for human progress 
before they are tried. And historians in watching 








: of time, but when things are so. bad that everywhere 
is heard the cry, “Come,” yes, “ Welcome anything 


only rid us of this present deadly evil.”” Just as those 


j x ; 
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these great crises in the progress of humanity like 
to point out that they come not onlyin the fullness — 


and everything, no matter how horrible, if it will 





: yee 
But contrary to his AOU » fk message : 
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waited for something. And this something was 


Jt seemed then as though before these terrible 
earthly catastrophes which the visions would show 
st bea 













a ‘Let the kai bi its het 
vatient depends: on it” 


_ dead, drunkenness Rdeepren as ened a 
‘od a thousand deeds of darkness, dissension 
- strife ever assuming larger and larger proportions, 
discontent everywhere prevalent, luxury and pov- 
erty in glaring eer manita superstition enpene 


Qu 
ae 
as 
ol 
aes 
Ee 
oO 
Le} 
@ 
ro) 
Es 
' GQ 
j=x 
ct 
-9° 
3 
oO 
pete 
i. 
l=y 
ct 
1 
3) 
cot 
E , 
co) 
3 
oO 
Do 
B 


and prilbot as Lich all was right. Again and again 
_ voices would be heard making unavailing ‘protests. : 
- Prophets and priests alike would predict that this — 
vanity and ungodliness must end in ruin, that this 
madness would lead to perdition. Yes, when no- 
thing seemed to be of any use in shaking men out 
of this deathly torpor, those who had ears to hear 
would hear the loud voice of the living creature, 
“Come.” Nature would find expression chiodee 
this or that channel and cry: ‘‘ Come, War. Come, 
Famine, Come, Death and Desolation,” for: 
Life is not as idle ore, 


But iron dug from central gloom, 
pe: And heated hot with burning fears 








| And dipt 4 in. baths of f hissing te Ad oe 
And batter’d with the shocks of ‘doom, eS eae 
To shape and use. ~ 


So possi and unconsciously, directly and 


indirectly, there went forth from many a scattered | 


home sighings and longings for some judgment that 
- would change things. The labourer hopes for 


larger opportunity, the scholar for a wider apprecia- 
tion of truth, the artist for truer sense of real beauty, 
the thinker for greater courage in seeing things as 
they are, the Christian for life in religion, and the 


~ poet for religion in life. The “Come” take various 
expressions, but none suppose that their answers 


will take the ugly and horrible shape the visions 
reveal. In them they will have what they seek, 


but the world will be red with blood before that | 
-isrealized. We little know what our prayers, spoken 


and unspoken, bring. 
At first there is the vision St. John saw of 


- Victory. Our cause will win, our hopes will be 


attained. There is the Victor riding on the white 
horse, with rider bearing jbow, and there was given 
unto him a crown, and he came forth conquering 


and to conquer. To the Apostle this was a great 


assurance and gave deep joy. For though he had 
often told timid disciples that their cause would 


and must win, the weakness and inconstancy of 


the Church, gave room for much anxiety. Victory 
now was certain, and he could face the horrors of the 
path along which it proceeds. , Hopeis first awakened. 
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. UL mat V4 : a we icone ye 
=a ti is eeckne that Christ Pe Fi ee He coe men 
first fix their minds on the ultimate triumph, ‘on the Bays 
certain future, and so buoy themselves up to facethe’ . 
terrors that must follow. When He told them of His 


own crucifixion, it was ever with the resurrection 
clear before them ; when He tells them of the great 


_ affliction through which they must pass He assures 


them that though in the world they will have tribula- 
tion yet they must remember that He, their Leader, has | 
overcome the world ; when He warns those of Smyrna 
that they will suffer, be cast into prison and obliged to - 
make the supreme sacrifice, He says, ‘‘ Be thou faith- 
ful unto death and I will give thee the crown of life.”’ 

St. John then need have no misgiving as to ulti- 
mate success, however absurd it seemed when he 
measured his small army of Gideon against the 
huge host of Amalek. That the Christian cause 
as expressed in those little scattered congregations, 
chiefly composed of slaves and inferior people, 
should not only withstand but overcome the mighty 
force of this brutal Empire seemed impossible. 
The well-drilled legions of Rome backed by the 
cunning power of the heathen priesthood would | 
overpower all resistance. But no, there were 
hidden powers at work, civil strife and discord as” 
well as frequent wars would disintegrate the ele- 
ments of the mighty Empire, famine and the plague 
would lessen their morale, earthquakes and vol- 
canoes would shake confidence in the gods, and one 
day, it might be near, it might be far, a great cry 




















. ae tt “ais oe as Heaibe ‘that ie 
d States and eds with Sat and France 


ae with confidence the douise our victorious _ 
cause willrun. But in spite of our need of cleansing — 
and chastisement for past sins, this suggestion not - 


7 arily meant by Victory, but fails to do justice to the 
teaching of history. To say that our cause con- 
quers when all those who stood for it are defeated 
. on the ground that one day in the far distance the — 
. “powers that stood for despotism perish i is a violation” 
of the ordinary meaning that we attach to words. 

Such. an issue would really mean that Despotism 
. had triumphed and the whole world would so read it. 


“nations have fought for freedom, can we remember 
‘a single case in which the free, embarked in a great 
_ cause, have been overthrown? Holland, the United 


only makes an unreasonable demand of what is ordin- — 


‘ 


_ Andas we look over the past on those periods when 


/ 









ce Seahole of Israel sad 1 fits captivity, nor et fi 
ca that the magnificent passage in Isaiah liii. was 
_ bably first written of the Jewish ‘people, ra 
than a person. We do not ignore the teaching 
the Suffering Servant who was wounded, brui 
oppressed, afflicted and cut off out of the lan 
_ the living, then to see if the travail of his soul an: 
satisfied, was Israel. But we must remember, 
we have been told by Sir G. Adam Smith, that it 
‘SS. was not the whole Israelitish people that is there 
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the LEO and hs few eho were ready i 

to be sacrificed for its life. Most of the Israelites 
were idolaters and had no share in the religious Meet 
hopes of the. nation, they had settled down into 
the prosperous habits of Babylonian commerce, 
and perhaps a still larger number were scattered 
far out of sight across the world.1 And it is evident — 
that the unknown prophet feels that even this small _ 

_ remnant will be narrowed down and down until 
but one stands for the Spirit of the People. When | 
as in that case and as also in the beginning of — 
Italian redemption only a fragment of the people — 

1 Tsaiah ii. 5-7 and foll. 








a be either actually or wellnigh cactificed in order» 
- that under a common suffering all may rise to that 
height of sacrifice to which but few have attained. 





But nothing could be more unlike that position to- 


day. The whole of Great Britain and the whole 


of France, from ruler to peasant, from employer to 


labourer, have risen, with exceptions too small to 


be noticed, to claim liberty and justice for the 


small peoples of the earth and respect for the inter- 


national treaties of Europe. Without thinking 


_ then of men or armaments, without measuring one 


strength against another, without taking into con- 


- sideration the possibilities wrapped up in the ability 


of generals or statesmen, we have a right to believe 
that our cause cannot be defeated. 
For right is right, since God is God; 
And right the day must win ; 


To doubt would be disloyalty, 
To falter would be sin. 


We are not in this dictating to our Lord, the 


_ Ruler of the Universe, but only asserting that the 


cause for which we stand as a united people is His 


~ cause which must be victorious. Our only danger, | 
in the ordinary sense of the word, lies in forgetting 


it, refusing to put our trust in it, and in our impa- 


_tience to stay the suffering to accept something less 


than He is ready to give us. 
But whilst we believe this, we also know that 
the world being as it is, ignorant and sinful, can 





es not indeed send them. gre come, as we seein 


the vision, in obedience to the summons of Nature her- hs 
self. This was what St. John saw next. The breaking is 

of the second, third and fourth seals revealed pictures 
of horrors with which, alas, he was only too familiar, 


, and which had been the chief cause of his difficulties. 


There was nothing strange in the red horse of _ 
War, the rider of which was commissioned to take © 
peace from the earth ; nothing new to his experience 


in the black horse of Famine guided by one whose 
duty it was to ration the peoples of the earth; 
nothing unfamiliar in the ashen grey horse that 
bore Death, followed by his grim companion, Hades. 


What was new was that these dread visitants were 
under control and subordinated to the great cause — 


of Victory. They followed behind the white horse 
of Him Who went forth conquering and to conquer. 
These two points were of great importance. 

I. They were under control. Many Christians of 


the Apostles’ time, as many of our own time, were _ 
inclined to look upon War, Famine and Death as_ 


the horrible accidents of life, under no rule and 


guidance, but coming at the will of some dictator. 


But here though War comes at earth’s and not 
heaven’s invitation, both the sword and the power 


to take peace from the earth are given to the rider. 
Permission is given to an Alexander, a Cesar and a_ 


Napoleon to make war and obtain conquests because 
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of their mad ambitions may throw millions 
struggle, utterly careless of human life, but bee 
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y ULTIMATE VICTORY CERTAIN 47 
and other horrors opened up a way for its progress, 
then he could say Amen to them. And so the 
Christian would say to-day. It is untrue to 
say that War or Famine are revivers of religion, 
yet they do produce the circumstances which stir 
up religion. One of our Senior Chaplains who has 
experienced its evils yet writes: ‘‘ There is this much 
truth in the common view, ¢.g. that War is a 
reviver of religion. Faith is by its own classical 
definition ‘tasting the reality of the Unseen.’ 
The very weight of circumstances against it makes 
its challenge and its opportunity. And the collapse 
and failure of the seen may show the unseen in a 
clearer light. So I think it has been in these times. 
Everything visible has failed us, and we have been 
falling back on the Invisible.’ Sick with the horror 
of the merely actual, we have turned with fresh 
inquiry to the real. And Faith has triumphed. 
Wherever it had before any genuine existence the 
sense of the Unseen has now been deepened.’’ That 
confession is surely true. It does not mean that 
God’s Kingdom cannot come without war, which is 
one of its greatest enemies, but that by its glaring 
contradiction to all that it holds and all for which 
it stands it arouses every latent force within it to 
fight its wickedness and redeem it from its horrors. 

Such then was the first disclosure of the Book of. 
1 The Church tn the Furnace, pp. 36, 37: Essays by 


seventeen temporary Church of England Chaplains on 
active service in France and Flanders. 







e ‘reassuring. ‘If it did not hanawor alitthat thes" 
Apostle desired it enabled him to look out upon the — 
world with confidence, knowing that the very 
arkest | pages of its. history were not only clear 
efore the mind of Him Who sat on the Throne, : 
b tzwere the objects of the tireless thought of His 

aster Who showed them to him. And he could 


ee 


est in the assurance expressed eighteen hundred 
ears afterwards by one who in a remarkable way 
he red his mind: 


I can believe this dread machinery 
Of sin and sorrow (would confound me else) 
_ Devised . . . to evolve > 
By new machinery in counterpart 
_ The moral qualities in part . . . how else ? 
To make him love and be beloved, 
Creative and self-sacrificing too, 
And thus eventually God-like. 

















“* And when he opened the fifth seal, I saw underneath 
the altar the souls of them that had been slain for the word 
of God, and for the testimony which they held: and they 
cried with a great voice, saying, How long, O Master, the 
holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood 
on them that dwell on the earth? And there was given 
them to each one a white robe; and it was said unto 
them, that they should rest yet for a little time, until their 
fellow-servants also and their brethren, which should be 
killed even as they were, should be fulfilled.’’— REV. vi. 


g-II. 





CHAPTER IV 
HOW LONG? 


“‘ How long, O Master, the holy and true, dost thou not 
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the 
earth ?’’—REv. vi. Io. 


T. JOHN was now comforted with the assurance 
that Victory was ultimately certain, that the 
Cause of God would finally triumph, and triumph by 
just those means which seemed to be obstacles and 
hindrances. War, famine and death would effect 
that which argument and persuasion were powerless 
to bring about. No condemnation of the world 
could be stronger than that which lay in the neces- 
sity for these awful instruments of darkness. 
Bloody battlefields, buried cities, gaunt skeletons 
seeking food, saints burning in palace gardens, 
seemed impossible agents for the fulfilment of any 
will of God, and yet they were not there by accident : 
they were the answers the Book gave to the appeal of 
Nature, “Come,” and were permitted in all their 
hideousness because they called out the only power 
that could save the world, and that was sacrifice. 
But though assured that: 
51 
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and that : 


“The Glouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and shall break — 
In blessings on your head, 


ie craved to know “‘ how long’”’ he would have to 
_ wait. There seemed to be scarcely any progress 
towards the divine, far-off event. ome was very 
SS strong and very proud ; Paganism firmly entrenched 
and very subtle; the Church strangely weak and 
_-unaggressive. The whole world lay in the Evil One 
‘ and the Evil One would not let her go. Was this 
“ unequal strife bétween good and evil, liberty and — 
_ bondage, justice and impiety to go on for centuries ? 
- When would he see the rider on the white horse 
trampling his foes under his feet? How long, O 
Lord, how long? How long ? That is our ques- 
tion, too. We are sure our cause, for it is God’s 
‘cause, will triumph, sure that Prussian militarism 
_ will be overthrown, sure that the white horse of 
_ Victory will be seen, but when? Every day wecry: 
_ ‘How long, O Lord? How long dost Thou fail to 
- judge the enemy? Of his own will and to further 
- his own designs he brought us into the war, how 
-_ long then are we to wait before judgment comes ? ”’ 
_ It must have been a matter of great surprise to 
the Apostle to find that this burning question of 
his was not only shared, as he knew it was, by the 









f ib in Patibas hie ot eee ben one eae 
_ to the mind of the Apostle there was but one 
Altar, of Sacrifice, that on which the Lamb a 











sacrifice. As He stood like a Yekah that had 
slain, so they lay prostrate as those who were slain. 
Here again the efficacy of sacrifice was forced upon 
his attention. They were not represented as the 


crown and palm, but naked and bare as they died 
their blood like that of Abel crying out for justice. 
And they are full of the Cause for which they died: 
thus it is their one thought, their one prayer. 
Though in Heaven, they were in spirit still on earth, 
though in the calm of Paradise, they were still aise i 
their brethren in the strife, and with a loud voice 
they cried, “ How long, O Lord, the holy and true, 
dost Thou not judge and avenge our blood on them 
that dwell on the earth?” The delay of judgment — 
was a difficulty with them, as it was with the Seer. 
The triumphant career of oppression and tyranny was 

. perplexing, they seemed to have died in vain, their 
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: deaths oe no ene at all : They were 3 


of the good. It must have been a welcome surprise 


eto the Apostle to know that his feeling had an echo ~ 


i Heaven, that the saints, freed from the trammels 
“of earth-bound natures, not only sympathized with 
- him but expressed his own desires; but it must 
have been a much greater surprise to learn the 
- answer to their prayer. The first part was what he 
had hoped. To the question, “ How long?” the 
‘answer came, “‘ A little time.” That was a comfort; 
the end was near, the victory almost in sight. But the 
- words that followed were difficult. It was said unto 
them “they should rest yet for a little time, until 
their fellow-servants also and their brethren which 

should be killed even as they were should be ful- 

filled”: that i is, the victory of their cause would not 
be attained until more lives had-been sacrificed for 
the Cause, more and more till the sacrifice was com- 
plete. This is a strange answer. In all human 


s - conflict the end seems to be attained in other ways, 


_ by money, cleverness in diplomacy, abundance of 
resources, but here by sacrifice. We are naturally 
_ inclined to underrate this. Sacrifice often seems 
waste. So it did to St. Peter. When Christ told 
him that His own cause would only triumph through 
the crucifixion and death of its Leader, he felt that 
was impossible and cried out, ‘‘ Be it far from Thee, 
O Lord, this shall not happen unto Thee.’’ Then 
came the stern rebuke, “Get thee behind Me, © 


- impatient for the overthrow of evil and the victory ae 








_ Satan; thou ; ant an offen ant Me, thou think- 
2 est” not the rr ae of God but “tote ‘of ete. 
men.” fo 
God does not work in the way we Hike se N ot. A ay 
by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, Bande 
that means not by force, nor by any kind of strength, — 
but by sacrifice, for sacrifice is the Spirit of God. He — 
is ever the Giver of Life. It is not an easy answer 
to explain. Even those who stand, as they think, Rie 
most strongly for the example of Christ, even 
they say: ‘‘ We must stop this waste of life, this _ 
sacrifice of the very best we have. No possible _ 
gain, we say not of territory but of even higher and 
better gains, can ever compensate for this extrava- 
gant expenditure of life. The liberties, of small 
peoples, the respect for international agreements, the 
deliverance of the oppressed are indeed invaluable, -. 
but life is more valuable. Of what use will liberty 
be if there are none to enjoy it? Of what service 
can the new nations be if their peoples are exter- 
minated? No, let us stop this mad business at | 
once, and who knows whether we may not when . 
round the peace table obtain, if not all we are out _ 
for, at least a fair promise of it?’’ Tosuch peace- — 
loving reasoners this reply of the Book of Destiny, 
“ sacrifice and more sacrifice till the whole nation o 
is permeated, in every part by it,’ seems almost | As 
damnable. What! Are we to go on and on till \— 
the tale of victims reaches a certain figure? That 
reminds us of the old pagan notion that the larger 
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after years of Cue a Hie wife’s eacre 
fice has at last reached its limit, and then he is © 
an converted. So, too, a city badly in need of reform © 
at first persecutes its reformers, then as they i increase 
oi begins to consider what ought to be done. At last 
a death occurs, public, opinion then catches fire ; 
another death, and this time one of the leaders ; 
the reforms are now at once executed, and there is 
i: _ only one danger, of their being carried too far. 
So again in a still larger sphere. The desire for 
freedom begins to stir in a people. It is at first so 
small and so confined that but few pay any atten- 
tion to it, The greater part are indisposed to make 
any kind of venture: the difficulties are enormous, 
_ the risks very serious. The little band goes on work- 


























| Lo lives are lost. "Phen the: Dae Oe: 
ward, it has new powers. Each life laid down a ds ¢ 
_toits strength. At last the power Weaniies the limi ‘ 
fe amend for victory, and victory is won, | 
We wthere i is nothing, I say, really surprising in : 





4 Deh seicat force bends before it, Cn re is . conque 
by it, and even mammon yields to it. The har 
- money-grubbing uncle gives way to the unselfi ee 
_ nephew; the self-indulgent mother catches - ‘the — 

_ spirit of work for others from her daughter; the 
easy-going nation becomes infected by the spirit a ges 
her sons. 
We all remember how in the autumn of 1914 
we were proud to show our enemies that their 
brutal onslaught left us unmoved. — We pointed to. th 
our placards “Business as usual,” and rejoiced ts. 
in our self-complacency. Why should we be moved — 5 
because these rude hordes of Huns had let them- — 
selves loose on Europe? But as the war went on a 
new spirit was felt. We heard of mothers without. 
‘sons, of wives without husbands. Hospitals began 
to increase in the land. The wounded came into 
evidence. We then began to catch the high spirit _ 
they expressed. How much they were doing! 
We could not do less. The spirit of sacrifice which: 








now Sea ui make its’ painful inroads into eps 


ence. We ourselves began to give, some in time, _ 


others in labour, others in husbandry or resources, 
- others i in office work, others in writing and speak- 
at ing, others in statecraft. The whole nation began 
to share in the spirit of sacrifice. And so we 


aM come nearer to the end. For the whole nation 


must, as it were, die just as our brothers have 
died. Do we ask then, “‘ How long, O Lord, how 
long?” Heaven answers, “‘ Till you have died as 
_ your brethren have died.” And we know what it 
means. Warmust go on tillevery man, woman and 
child has in their own measure shared in the life 
of the trenches. So day by day we drink in through 


our newspapers and magazines the spirit of sacrifice. 





Now it is the splendid record that accompanies the 
honours conferred by the King; now it is a descrip- 
tion of some heroic stand for hours by gunners 
encircled by masses of the enemy ; now it is the will- 
Ing offer of men for the dangerous enterprise of 
Zeebrugge and the amazing courage they showed; 
now it is the joyous valour of some prisoner who 
kept his comrades alive in their miserable confine- 
ment by a succession of inspiring songs; now we 
hear of a Chaplain who bounds over the parapet 
with his battalion with the same alacrity that he 
goes to the Eucharist; and now of a patient with 
neither arms nor legs who excels all in the ward 
in brightness and cheeriness. This spirit seizes 





ES ‘us, changes us, nee us. Then wank the Sue. ; 


nation is thus inspired then the end will come. 
St. John saw at once the meaning of the answers. 
The martyrdoms in Rome and elsewhere had not 


had all the effect they ought to have had. The 
saints were remembered at the altar, their letters 
and last words were carefully collected, but they _ 


were looked upon as apart from the whole body 
of the Church, as exceptions, unique examples. 
“ The Seer of course knew well that many followers of 


Christ had fallen asleep, and that many would still — ae: 
fall asleep, in their own beds, tended by family 


and friends in their departing hours. But it is 
another instance of his singular idealism that all 


such knowledge gives way to the deeper thought Den 


that the essence of Christian life and the true 
manner of Christian death is martyrdom.’”’1 The 


whole Church must in spirit share the martyr’s 


death if they are to obtain the martyr’s crown. 
For it was only through a sacrificing and victorious 
Church that the world would be overthrown. 

We, too, must share this conviction. So far as 
it is possible those at home must participate in the 
life of those at the front, share their privations, 
endure their hardships, imitate their gallantry 
and venturesomeness, cheerfully meet their dis- 
appointments, : resolutely and calmly bear their 
sorrows. In a sense all the world “is drinking 
of one cup and its wine of life thus is poured out for 

1 W. Milligan, D.D., Lectures on the Apocalypse, p. 168. 
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“ And I saw when he opened the sixth seal, and there | 










‘sackcloth of hair, and the whole moon became as blood ; 
and the stars of the heaven fell ‘unto the earth, as a fe 
ree casteth her unripe figs, when she is shaken of a great 
wind. And the heaven was removed as a scroll when it 
s rolled up ; and every mountain and island were moved 
ut of their places. And the kings of the earth, and the 
princes, and the chief captains, and the rich, and the 
‘strong, and every bondman and freeman, hid themselves 
_ in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains ; and they 
_ say to the mountains and to the rocks, Fall on us, and 
hide us from the face of {him that sitteth on the throne 
and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of 
their wrath is come; and who is able to stand ? ’’— 
REV. vi. 12-17. fs 
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as a great earthquake ; and the sun became black as < : : 





CHAPTER V | / 


JUDGMENT. 


¥ 


“ And the kings of the earth, and the princes, and the ; ¢ | 


chief captains, and the rich, and the strong, and every bag 


bondman and freeman, hid themselves in the caves and _ 
in the rocks of the mountains; and they say to the ' ! 
mountains and to the rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from 


the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb.’’—REvV. vi. 15, 16. sine 


E can now see a reason for the intense in- 


terest which the Sealed Book had for St. 


John. It has already explained some of the most 


serious problems with which the facts of life had 
confronted Him. He was now sure that Christ 
His Master was not looking on at these awful suffer- 
ings from a distance, but as it were involved in them 
as their Chief Victim ; Victory, too, was certain and 
the time before it was reached short. Was there 
anything yet to learn? How would the Cause 
triumph? How would the Victory come? How 
would this colossal power of Rome crumble in 
pieces? It is this that he now sees. A picture of 
judgment is revealed, a judgment universal, crush- 
é 63 







s the siden upon Jerusalem, ‘howe: that af ; e 
os no necessity to that view. And ah ik 


ae it clear that the reference is to ibe judg- oe 
-on Rome, of which St. John Speen in detail 
a latter part of this book. | 
‘The Eastern mind delights in Ses 
HageTY, especially when: some fearful calamity is 





ay the ay . when wide sweeping Sane and 
reforms take place, then the islands and mountains 
are removed out of their place. 

_ There is nothing unnatural then in the images > 
which he employs to describe the judgment on 
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- progress of the Christian Charen, | 
So, too, the judgment on Germany and Au st 
involves a judgment on Europe. Their fall wh 
comes must lead to great changes. Even no 
see that nothing can ever be the same again : 
national, political, and also commercial relat: 
must undergo remarkable alterations ; ‘there will ei 





will effect moral and: spiritual ees All ill 
be judged when nations are being judged. Ce HE 
_ Now in St. John’s picture we discern five chief 
features; (1) Moral upheaval. (2) Spiritual dark- 
ness. (3) Loss of leadership. (4) Changes in the 
social landscape. (5) fib sie aie terror of | i 
guilty. 

(1) Moval upheaval. “ A great piuaenaed ‘ That 
is perhaps the most noticeable feature. Every- 
thing is shaken up. Just assomeearthquakes affect | 
sea and earth alike, the great and the small, causes — x 
the houses to rock and loosens pictures from the 
walls, cracks the earth and also the crockery that 
falls ae the ee brings chimneys down 











on ue ae aa ee waves on the: _ harbours, in 





gitact. detaches everything - which is’ not strongly A 


“rooted and founded, so the Divine judgment shakes. 
a the whole world. The Apostle felt it in ways un- 
_ known to us. We can only guess from our experi- 


ence. With us it affects the whole land, families — 


‘as well as nations, homes as well as cities, individuals 
as well as armies. Cabinets are changed ; churches. 
are moved ; party ties are broken ; cities shake off 
their torpor; dead societies come to life again, the 
professional lose their formality; the reserved 
become communicative ; old traditional positions 
are left ; new radical positions are found. No one 
is unaffected, and all relationships are changed. 
_ The cottager’s son has a commission and finds his 
- gquire’s son under his orders. The man who is so 
_* markedly successful in the sing-song is the scholar 
of his college who had hitherto lived the secluded — 
| life, and the nation’s leading barrister finds a new 
experience as private in the trenches. And these — 
altered positions lead to very frank and open expres- 
sions of opinion. Everything is questioned, from 
the King on his throne to the beggar on the 
street. Menareshaken out of their old ideas. The | 
man of property who is talking ‘cheerily of a peace- — 
ful time, when he will do down to his salmon pools, 
finds his neighbour interrupting him good-naturedly 
with a query as to whether salmon are not God’s 
food for the poor. The employer who is a subaltern 
finds his captain, a member of the Labour party, 














him with hard questions about wages 5 


eous say? That is the situation. 


(2) Spiritual darkness. ‘‘ The sun became dark Gs 
as sackcloth and the whole moon became as blood.” 
These are the natural consequences of the upheaval. — 
Men awakened by the shock of war rub their eyes and — 


look for the light and, behold, it is darkness. Poetry, 
philosophy, literature give no clear message. As in 


the days of St. John so now outside the Church of — 


God the world’s thought lends no guidance to the pre- 
vailing darkness. Indeed, there is a strange signi- 
ficance in the words “‘ the whole moon became as 
blood.” The moon stands for reflected light, that 
light which the world borrows from Christianity. 
And this, as we see it in the magazines and books 
that come out, is red with war, coloured by its events 


and vicissitudes. But though often extraordinarily 


interesting: it has no clear message, no light for 
those who ask what it means. Raymond and The 
Invisible King are perhaps the most widely read 
expressions of thought, each written by an author 
of great ability and eminence in the literary world, 


: Chaplain, who has been pressing in a short oe ee 
the need of prayer, meets a bluejacket who tells — 
him that if he lived between decks he would Not? << 
speak so confidently. The Y.M.C.A. orator speaks a, 
straight out about Christ’s claims on man, and finds 
“many who want to know where Christ is now, any- 
how. Nothing is stable, nothing fixed. “The ~ 
foundations are cast down,” and what can the right- 





Oa preahetie A encourages siddet 
outbreaks of passion and quenches such light as 
there is. The idea widely prevails that if you sin 
or fall you are cut off from God, for God wants no 8 
whining cowards. So prayer stops, swearing har- 
. dens, and faith goes out. “ Why profess what your 
comrade knows you have denied?” To play the 
hypocrite that is the most damnable crime. It is 
not that men are more irreligious, but that the 
circumstances of war force quick decisions, and 
“a man is in darkness before he knows. And the 
te ~ light that fails for our soldiers does not prove 
‘ much brighter for our women. They naturally 
are inexpressibly shocked by the disclosures of the 
battlefield and the hospitals and find the question, 
“Why does not God stop the war? ever pressing 
















: worship | their work gives but Tittle 
and so slowly they slip out of those places wh 
God may be found, and become indifferent. 
_ don’t bother about religion; I have no objectio 
_ going to church if it comes my way; I enjoy a go d 
_ sermon when J hear it, which is very seldom, but — 
as for any relation to God or any reality in prayer, 
or any real ite in what you call religion, it doesn’t is 
exist for me.” _ Be Bs poe edt 
And such unbelief and indifference, in which more # 
are involved than we care to think, is still more - 
widespread in France, Italy, Germany, and Russia. 
It covers not only the thinking but the ignorant and 
thoughtless also. In the crowded cities of Europe, 
except in the Churches, the light of Beker 
_ though diffusive has no definite form, and Christ — i 
is more unknown in many places than the local — ; 
saints. Darkness, thick darkness, covers the people 
of Europe; the whole of the spiritual firmament _ 
seems, in the forcible language of the Seer, as‘‘though 
' it were a rolled-up scroll’”’ for which men had no | 
further use.” 
(3) Loss of leaders. ‘‘ The stars of the heaven fell 
unto the earth as a fig tree casteth her unripe figs 
when one is shaken by a great wind.” There is © 
no more remarkable feature of the storm that is 
upon us than the loss of leaders. Many of the men 
bY MEAL 7 












some have been killed, others have been removed. 


e Those who ought to have guided and influenced | 
have fallen like stars from heaven, whilst men of 


comparative obscurity have risen to the front. St. 


a John had seen remarkable illustrations of this in 


the brief reigns of many of the Emperors. Ina 
‘moment soldier leaders would blaze in the sky and 
‘then they would sink like a meteor into the dark- 
ness. And those in the infant Church, men like 
Diotrephes and Alexander who loved to have the 
pre-eminence, were prominent for a time and then 
went out. Yes, religious and political leaders, when 
tested by the judgment of God, fell away. Political 
leaders, generals, admirals have had brief moments 
of celebrity and then become unknown. In France 
such changes have been more remarkable than with 
us, whilst in Russia every star in the firmament has 
fallen and plunged the whole country into thick 
darkness. Such alternations of fortune are inevit- 


able when a great storm shakes the whole world,. 


and before it finally passes there will be changes 
still more significant. Germany and Austria have 
so far stood the repeated blows of the tempest with 
remarkable unity and constancy, though the leaders 
of 1914 have nearly all gone, but there are already 
signs that the tree is beginning to bow before the 
storm, and when it falls great will be the crash 
of it. 

(4) Changes in the social landscape. “ And 
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- ® every mountain and island were Guoved out of their 


_ places.” Islands disappear, mountains become flat 


tablelands, the earth looks a new place. So it was 
after the fall of Rome. And so it will be after the 
fall of German militarism. The first great change 
will be the disappearance of war. It will not be 
forgotten but abolished.1_ The deeds of Army, Navy 
and Air Service will, of course, make the honours of 


regiments and ships imperishable: their achieve-_ 


ments will give them undying fame, their glory will 
be lauded in poetry and prose, nothing they did 
will ever be forgotten. But their chief title to the 
praise of posterity will be in this, that by their 
sacrifice they killed the monster War. The hideous 


nightmare of war is gone, and gone by the might of - 


the warrior. It was not simply by any agreement 
of statesmen, not by any will of the peoples, but 
by the united voice of the millions scarred and 
maimed in the bloody contest ; they came out covered 
with glory and they said as with one voice, ‘‘ Never 
again.”” That mountain of opposition which has 
withstood the Kingdom of God for centuries will be 
levelled to the ground. Armies and navies may 


1 President Wilson, in words that have found an echo in 
the hearts of many statesmen, said to his Senate: ‘‘ In every 
discussion of the peace that must end this war, it is taken 
for granted that peace must be followed by some definite 
concert of power which will make it virtually impossible 
that any such catastrophe should ever overwhelm us 
again.” 
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hae ©) numbers of men yan be released for 
ndustrial work, but that they will be freed at 


ality. ‘Any Sie si awintes with the Navy 
and Army deepens. our gratitude for the fine heroic 
! “spirit that is shown amongst officers and men alike, 
but it also emphasizes thé difficulties that are neces- 
af ‘sarily felt when thousands of men are herded to- 
gether i in close quarters in barracks or ships. Just — 
when the passions of physical life are at their 
fiercest they are removed from all the helps and 
‘blessings of home. No State that reveres its man- 
hood has any right to expose it to the Par 
of unnatural conditions. 

| / But whilst war will have gone, its alternative will 
_ have appeared in new power. The new relations 
between the nations will give a freedom for enter- 
_ prise and adventure such as we have never known. 
_ We have merely to think of the unknown possibili- 
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_ large opportunities open for missionary work, to Tan 
_Tealize. what landscape changes will appear in the 
new world that a righteous peace will bring. And © 
this change will necessitate that which gives war 
its own moral justification. Universal service will 
_ be a prime necessity. We can no longer leave the a 
discipline and training of our future citizens, to. 
voluntary movements like those of the Boy Scouts 
or Boys Brigades. Every one must. have a pabais 6 
cate that he has drilled and learned obedience and > i, 
so endowed with that vigour and sense of what is — a : 
_ due to King and Country which will fit him to carry _ 
the honours of the Empire WHCTENCR he ape) be — 
called. ea 
And this universal service in which men will 4 
learn to stand shoulder to shoulder, no matter from — 
what class of life they may spring, will lead to a new 
feeling of co-operation and mutual respect. The 
. employers and the’ workers will be fired with the 
same spirit of zeal for the advancement of their __ 
trade. The firm will include the artisans; the Le 
brains will appreciate the hands and the hands the St 
brains. Now and again representatives of the 
employees will go with the travellers to learn the 
- commercial side of the business, as members of the 
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~ practical. -Readjustments will be made in the 


relations of one to the other wien will result in- ; 


anew social order and a new commercial life. 


The present generation may witness ‘but few 


of these great changes, for they will come slowly 
and only after much debate, discussion and anxious 
controversy. Human nature after the war will 


not be radically different from what it is now, except 
that it will have a new outlook and be obliged to 
adapt itself to new conditions. Selfishness will 
still be evident, the Labour Party will work for 
Labour independent of loss inflicted on Capital, and 


- Capitalists will work for Capital independently of 


the poor conditions of Labour. Reconciliation will 


‘not come bec iee one or the other side are con- 


verted to the ideals of God’s Kingdom, this history 
does not teach us to expect, but because each will 
recognize its need of the other. Our hope lies in 
the fact that judgment will have led many of the 
leaders on both sides to see the pitfalls of anarchy 
and misery into which selfish idealism carried out 
by only one party or the other irrespective of the 
public good is sure to lead men. Russia has given 


_ many much to think over, 


(5) Widespread terror of the guilty. So far the 
Apostle has only seen such effects of the judgment 
as concern every one. He has said nothing as to 
its relation to the crimes that called it forth? 
Are Nero and Domitian and their wicked instru- 





Fe ea to meet with no punishment ? nee oeanys 
oppression and cruelty to go unrewarded? St. a 
John, at once the gentlest and the most loving 
of human characters, who often remembered how 


in ‘his immature days he had been rebuked by his — : 


Master for begging Him to call down fire from 
Heaven on the Samaritan village that refused to 
welcome them,’ now describes in the most awful 
pictures the horror that must overtake the wicked.. 
When he heard of the awful judgments that overtook _ 
Jerusalem he remembered what the Lord had said: 
‘‘ Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for Me, but weep 
for yourselves and for your children, For behold the 
days are coming in the which they shall cry, Blessed 
are the barren and the wombs that never bare and 
the paps which never gave suck. Then shall they 
begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us, and to the 
hills, Cover us, for if they do these things in a green 
tree, what shall be done in the dry?” And he 
realized the truth of their dread fulfilment. Never 
in the history of the world did the rulers and leaders 
of any nation pass through such awful horrors as 
those chief priests and scribes who lived to see the | 
siege and overthrow of their city. 

And similar judgment will overtake Rome as over- 
took Jerusalem. “ The kings of the earth and the 
great men and the rich men and the chief captains 
and the mighty men, and every bondman and every 
freeman hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of 
the mountains and said to the mountains and rocks, 





So 108 the state that ignores the pray ables 
tions of Right and employs the most wicked instru- 
ments it can invent to carry out its vile designs is 
dged. Gradually it becomes isolated, distrusted, 
condemned. ‘The more this isolation is realized 
the stronger are its endeavours to escape. As it 
cannot persuade, perhaps it may force other states 
into relationship. Soeverything is finally staked on 
this. If there is failure ruin is certain, and ruin of a 
_ character too awful to contemplate. Without man- 
- hood for labour and money for exchange; without 
- ships for commerce or friends with whom they may 
buy and sell; with poverty widespread and crime 
increasing ; with maimed men everywhere to tes- 
tify to the horrors of a war which every one knows 
was their own act; with angry reproaches and 
bitter complaints against Rulers and Governments 
responsible for this overthrow ; with hospitals and 
cemeteries full, homes impoverished, factories lying 
idle, commerce ata standstill, the national name 
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2 ment then Gene in, hati her thunderbolt iat . 
‘Russia and brought in universal strife. | ‘They will 


trade of the world was in their hands; when their 


pies 







look back to the years of their prosperity when the 


physicians, scientists and theologians were con- 
sulted; when expansion in Asia and Africa was 
going forward without hindrance, and contrasting — 
with this their friendless and solitary condition » 
they will gnash their teeth at the mad'gambling ee 
of their leaders and at their own acquiescence in. 
it. The joyous welcome of the war in 5014 TSieie 
now bitter gall and wormwood. graely INE J 

_ But these necessary consequences of crime, ter- 
ie as they are, fall far short of what is mb 
under “ the wrath of the Lamb.”’ St. John had seen > 
on one or two occasions the anger of Him who was 
always and to every one meek and gentle. When 
men trod upon the weak or called evil good and 
good, evil, there was anger that struck like light- | 
ning, anger that scorched and shrivelled, that over- 
whelmed and confounded. It may be that some- 
thing of what he then saw underlies the paradox _ 
“the wrath of the Lamb.” But more than that 
is probably meant. The Lamb, as we have seen, __ 
stands for the sacrificed, unresisting victims of 
humanity; the wrath of the Lamb is the wrath = 















: “of the oo and. the gentle. It is. th age 
to the tyrant of the hideousness of his deed, It is. 
_ that which Judas. felt when his sin was uncovered. 
and he realized that he had betrayed the innocent 
blood. It is that which the drunken murderer _ 
- feels as the face of his victim is disclosed to his 
 sobered senses and forces from him the cry of horror, 
“Good God, did I do this? ” It is that which 
Shakespeare describes Richard III as feeling on ~ 
- the eve of Bosworth . . . when the ghosts of his 
murdered victims appear and bid him despair and 
die. The innocent princes whisper in his ears as 
he lies dreaming in a troubled sleep: 


~“‘Dream on thy cousins smothered in the Tower. 
Let us be lead within thy bosom, Richard, 

' And weigh thee down to ruin, shame and death; 
Thy nephews’ souls bid thee despair and die.”’ 
The guilty king is horror-struck and cries : 

“My conscience takes a thousand several tongues, 
And every tongue brings in a several tale, 

-And every tale condemns me for a villain— 
Perjury, perjury, in the high’st degree, 

Murder, stern murder in the dir’est degree ; 

All several sins, all us’d in each degree, 

Throng to the bar, crying all—Guilty! Guilty! 

I shall despair. There is no creature loves me ; 
And if I die, no soul will pity me— 

Nay, wherefore should they ? Since that I myself 
Find in myself no pity for myself, 

_ Methought the souls of all that I had murder’d myself 
Came to my tent; and every one did threat 
To-morrow’s vengeance on the head of Richard.”’ 


aN 


It is the tearing away of the veil of deceit which 
till that moment availed in hiding the enormity 





a “of the si sin. comanitek ee the aaavictton! calm, cer te 
> tain, unerring: “TI am responsible for all this, cae 
these ruined homes of my own people, these gaunt . 


faces I see in the streets, these bereaved mourners So 


in black apparel, these awful massacres, these | 

_ blackened villages, these countless graves, these — 
awful barbarities, these lie on my conscience. — 
Thousands and thousands all over the world look 
at me with their piteous faces as though they said, __ 
‘You are the author of our ruin, you are the cause 

There is no doom like that, no © 

judgment that so utterly and entirely terrorizes and 


> 9) 


of our pain. 


paralyses. Men would go anywhere and do any- 


thing if only they could hide from the wrath of the © 
Lamb, the condemnation of the inoffensive victims 


of their lust and ambition. It is remorse on a 
gigantic scale, judgment that eats away every 


particle of self-respect and leaves nothing but self- 


condemnation, the gloom of despair, the bitter- 
ness of an eternal sin. However bitterly we may 
reproach the wicked, however strongly we may 
repudiate his wickedness, there is no one who knows 
even the shadow of this who does not hope that his 
worst enemy may never have to face it. Some- 
times in an outburst of rage against some senseless 
barbarity of our enemies we cry, ““ May God judge 


them for that brutal act,’ hardly realizing what - 


Divine judgment means. It is not the thunderbolt 
crushing its victim, but the discovery to the 
sinner of the hideousness and repulsiveness of his 














“ After this I saw four angels standing at the four 
corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, 


that no wind should blow on the earth, or on the sea, or 





- upon any tree. And I saw another angel ascend from 
. the sunrising, having the seal of the living God: and he 
cried with a great voice to the four angels, to whom it 
was given to hurt the earth and the sea, saying, Hurt 
not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we shall 
have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads. 
And I heard the number of them which were sealed, a 
hundred and forty and-four thousand, sealed out of every 
tribe of the children of Israel. 

Of the tribe of Judah were sealed twelve thousand : 

Of the tribe of Reuben twelve- thousand : 

Of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand : 

Of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand : 

Of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand : 

Of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand : 

Of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand : 

Of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand : 

Of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand : 

Of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand : 

Of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand : 

Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thou- | 

sand.’’—REv. vii. 1-8. 
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CHAPTER VI 


WILL THE CHURCH LIVE? 
‘“Who is able to stand? ’’—REv. vi. 17. 


NE question must have always been uppermost 

in the mind of the Apostle as the dark and 

awful picture of the overwhelming judgment through 
which the world must pass was flashed upon his: 
mind, and that was.: Will the Church survive it ? 
That indeed was his chief concern. His interest 
_in Rome was entirely due to his belief that the 


Empire was the main barrier to her progress. But — 


as he thought of the comparatively small Christian 
communities that made up the Church, their weak- 
ness, worldliness, lack of faith and love, he trembled 
lest the persecution to which she was exposed as 
well as the pressure due to these awful judgments, 
might.not prove too much for her little strength. 
He remembered how his Master had said that in 
spite of God’s readiness and quickness to avenge 
His elect it would be a question when the Son of 


Man came whether He would find faith on the 


earth. Well, would He? The world was shaken 
83 




















cag ea feeble and the prt npire st 
1 _ heresies | and controversies were oa 


The A will fail” Of course it owas not is 
entertained for a moment. The Apostle could — 
never have doubted but that the Kingdom of God _ 
would go forward, the gates of Hell would never 
nally prevail against her. But one grim fact faced — 
m: The Jewish Church had gone. Rome had — 
onquered her, Years ago he had hoped that as the 
Truth of Christ became known and the Jews saw 
that all the prophecies of the Scriptures, all the 
ministries of the Temple were fulfilled in the worship 
of the true Messiah, that Israel wouldrepent and be 
converted. But, on the contrary, she hadhardened — 
her heart, wilfully set her face against the Gospel, 
d now, after a terrible crucifixion, she was dead. 
The people of God had perished. And a new body, 
chiefly consisting of converted heathen, had taken 
_ her place. As the old Israel had failed and her 
one given to another, was it not possible that 
_ the Christian Church might fail ? 
The Apostle’s question is ours. Certain it is that. 
the war has, as we have said, shaken the faith of 
many, and as it progresses in its evil course there will 


i 





_ no such thing among the powers of life as the King- 


the ruling passion of the race (to say nothing of its. 


widespread indifference, with the shocks that the 


of God rule? And in addition to this non-religious. 






vee ever was in the world before, ay) to se i F 
pre would not’ auee that ‘we were in a Christian _ 


re had no more to do with affairs sa is 
harem, that is kept behind the purdah. In all 
the able and interesting speculations about either — 


U 





the causes or the consequences of the present con- Ay 
_ vulsion, it is one of the most significant things 
that hardly any tefcrence is made to the Eternal 
Kingdom of God ranging from earth to heaven, and 
no express guidance is taken from distinctive 
principles of the Kingdom’ s ethic. Our social 
‘science is written as our novels are, as if there were 


dom of God and its religion, as if religion were not 
contents being the key of history), as if a supreme — 
regard to eternal life made no vital difference to the 


conduct of life.’ 1 Now in this prevailing and os 


“news of the day constantly give, will the Faith live? 
Will the Church, its home, count ?. Will the Kingdom 


1 P. T. Forsyth, This Life and the Next, p. 86. 
G 





as beret due is the ae oa of Chbtee | 
- which no doubt i is largely responsible for it. There 
are signs of acute controversies within the Anglican | 


Communion, and outside jealousies and animosities 
which even the war cannot silence. In France, 
though the soldier priests have done much to com- 


- mend the faith, there are no signs as yet of such a 
_ desire for reform as would make the Church there 
the true mother of her people. In Germany and 


Austria religion, whether Roman or Protestant, is 
in bondage through subservience to the.State. In 
Russia the Church, which but two years ago played 
such an overwhelming part in the national life, 
which to the peasant, we are told, is the most 
important factor in Russian life, ‘“‘a place of 
mystery, sweetness and consolation, ... his opera, 
theatre, concert, picture gallery and library,’’ 1 seems 
to have dropped out altogether. With the disap- 
pearance of the Czar there disappeared that wonder- 
ful Church which for centuries has stood for ortho- 
doxy, mysticism and rich liturgical ritual. What 
will be the outcome of the internal conflict through 
which the Empire is now passing who can tell ?, 
Shaken to the foundations, with the educated classes 
almost wholly alienated from her, the half-educated 
scornful and atheistic, the peasant disillusioned 
through the fall of the Czar, the Church’s pillar, we 
ask with trembling hesitation: Who there will be 

1 Hon. Maurice Baring, The Matnsprings of Russia : 
Pp: 31, 244, 245. 
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ia able to stand ? What wil pies appear ‘ten men 





again set themselves to build amongst the wreckage ; 


of the past? And looking at Greece, Serbia, Bul- 


_ garia and Roumania, shaken to the foundation as all _ 


_ have been through the ravages of war, we wonder 
what kind of Christian faith will emerge. So, too, 
in the Churches in America, how will the Christian 
creed look when her sacrifice is complete? If 
the Roman Church, so powerful in the United 
States, shares her fine ideals, how will she regard 
the Vatican that has favoured her enemies ? 
Everywhere the Church is being tested, and though 


some look with pride on her achievements at this — 


time and think that she has been proved to be 
the greatest moral force, the one uplifting power 
amidst the awful scenes of brutality and violence, 
yet those who remember the great things for which 
she stands, those who recall her creed and its 
inspired commentary in the New Testament, those 
who know she is the Body of Christ and has the life 
of God, have cause for much misgiving when they 
see how much she has lost of the purity and sim- 
plicity of her faith, how indifferent the great mass 
of her members is to the loss of God, and what a 
hold superstition yet has even amongst the most 
civilized parts of the world. Already there is talk 
of lightening the Creed and substituting for it a 
short form of words that may express what all 
believe ; already there is a disposition to admit 
materialistic aids to devotion, though they may have 












| ‘expurznted Bible and a sensuous Soshin st 
Now, it was in answer to this question, Who is : 


ae it Pikes If he were ‘to aN encouraged ho an 
assurance that the Church would live, then surely 
: she would have been pictured as a great and mighty 
) city, such as he afterwards describes her to be, 
a surrounded by hosts of protecting angels, with their 
King reigning in the Tana. But this is not what he 
sees. Instead of this the Church is figured as the’ 
Israel of God encamped as in the old days around 
the Altar by her tribes. All except one are men- 
tioned; and the Angel of God is seen going from 
. tribe to tribe sealing its members. That is the 
: vision. At first it seems strange and mystifying. 
Why this Jewish conception? And if Jewish, why 
. not Sai es glorious Temple with its ane hoy 










pee pits evident : 
to be dead is seen reanimated. is} Het? atsneel 
ome in her unity in diversity. (3) Her preservatio 


members. Let us look at these in detail. > 
(1) Reappearance of the old in thenew. There was 
no breachin the past. God’s purpose had not failed. 
) Continuity of life was maintained in a fresh form. fe ais 
The old Israel was still alive in the new. The old 
tribes were represented in the Christian eee 
Rome, Philippi, Corinth, Ephesus, Smyrna were — 
_ the new expressions of Reuben, Levi, Judah, Man- 
_asseh. St. John had known this, but it was a joy _ 
to have it assured by so clear a vision. And this. 
- made plain that the Church could not be overthrown. — 
_ For athousand years judgment after judgment had 
overtaken her in Israel for her sins and she seemed 
to have died, but now she had risen again, stronger 
and more beautiful than ever—the same and yet 
not the same, the Church of his fathers and also igs 
Church of his children. 

_ We, too, may take the same ccratotine assurance 
to our own hearts. Weak, scattered, divided as 
_ the Churches of Christ seem to be, yet they too are 
_ the representatives of the Church of the wilderness, 
the Church of the Temple, the Church of the Apo 
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- Ages, the Church of. the Reformation. All are in . 
her, and though the waters rage and swell and the 
mountains shake at the tempest of the same, our 
God is in the rmdst of her and she shall not be 
removed. 

(2) Unity in diversity. There was a simplicity 


and naturalness about this old conception of the 


Church. Twelve tribes, each working out its own 


- individuality in the free air of God, and yet all one. 


There was unity in diversity. Perhaps no nation 
had so strong a unity binding the people together 
as that of Israel before the disruption. A sense 
of what it was in the early days is pressed upon 
our attention by the readiness on the part of the 
ten tribes to go to war with Manasseh because 
they believed she intended to break it. And 
this unity was nourished by a common Altar and 
a common Temple. As in the days of the wil- 
‘derness about Shiloh so later the tribes were 


- gathered round Jerusalem, and thither they went 


up, even the tribes of the Lord, to testify unto 
Israel, to give thanks unto the Name of the Lord. 
And when there, there was no lordship exercised 
over them, no one tribe dominated. All differences 
were laid aside as Israel recognized its oneness in 
“God. It was till the disruption came a wonderful 
vision of the possibility of unity in diversity, for 
there were marked differences and jealousies between 
tribe and tribe, as were revealed in after days. So 





- bis and there Aneta’: te Eine ae 
scattered congregations, some small, others large, | 
some important, others poor and ignorant. What | 


would hold them together? What would prevent 
heresies and divisions from breaking them up? 


-\ What common bond: was there? Jerusalem was 


practically gone. There was only one, that of Him 
Who stood in the midst of the golden candlesticks, 


the one great Object of worship, the one great | 


Victim of sacrifice. 


And for us, too, this vision is needed. It seems 


at times as though the Churches of England, France, 
Italy, Serbia, Russia, Roumania, Egypt were 


hopelessly separated. The Greek will not com- 


municate with the Roman, nor the Roman with the 
Anglican. But in the centre stands Christ, the same 
to-day as yesterday, our Hope, our Strength and 
our Life. He is the Temple where we all worship. 
He is the Victim on Whom we all feed. If this be 


so, then what concerns one, concerns all. The 


ignorance and superstition of one is a weakness to 
all, the faith and courage of one is a strength to all. 
We must try to catch this sense of catholicity and 
labour by prayer and co-operation to find expression 
for it. But our sense of unity in Christ must not 
lead to hard uniformity or to tryannical autocracy. 
In St. John’s vision of the Church there is no con- 
ception of the supremacy of one over others. On 
the contrary, in place of an autocracy there is 



















, saan a tie ri age ithe me own 
ae traditions and caetoris so too, in thes; . 
ches that St. John saw scattered through the 
np there is similar eauical ee was 


lowment in tee reception of the Spirit. _ 5 
It is not otherwise with us. We look over the 
wide domain of Christendom and see the large 
variety that marks the Churches of Christ. They | 
each have their history, very precious to them, their 
‘martyrology and their customs, and yet all are one 
in Christ. By Holy Baptism their members have 
been made partakers of the one Body of Christ. 
They all acknowledge one Lord, all bow before the 
saving efficacy of the one Cross, and all are stimu- ’ 
_ lated by one Hope of the Resurrection to Eternal 
: ae As St. John saw all the scattered congrega- 
“tions as constituting one commonwealth of the new 
_ Israel, so ‘we may be led to see the same and so to 
‘share as we can the trials and troubles which have 
_ Specially beset some of our sister Churches. And 








x 


¥ 





value of any part of the great family of God lies 
- its positive truth, and the Church can only be tru 


she had depended on the personal vigour and , 


‘but rather by the recognition of differences. oe 








Catholic so far; as she includes that truth. The fait 1 


definite but more full, no truth of the past Bre: : i: 
be lost and no truth of the future left unabsorbed. — 
_ Only so can we hope to secure that pa Les 









without. 
(3) Hey preservation lies in the grace given to bes 
members. But whilst the picture of the Church as 
one with the ancient Church of God was so uplifting & 
in its suggestion of the continuous care of God, © 
yet St. John knew that her real life lay not in her is 
unity, her diversity, her worship or her ritual, but Pit Sed 
in her members. As they were, so would she be. — 
He knew very many of them and was always deeply i 
concerned for their spiritual welfare. In the past 





faith of the twelve, then of the hundred and | fe 
twenty, then of the five thousand, and so on, 
It was individual personality that really counted. 
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‘The’ Church apo never have bade: progress but “ : 
for them. | So now he feels that the hope of the — 
“preservation of the Church lies in her members. 
They were poor weak Ente. without money, posi- 
tion or knowledge, “a ludicrous collection of 
ra trivial people, very ignorant and very vulgar, the 
baker and the fuller,’ 1as Celsus said with a sneer. 
“Yes, and every kind of unclean and disreputable 


persons they urged to join them, quite unlike all 
decent and established religions. |'What hope was 
there that they could stand out against the hostility’ 


of a strong, clever, boastful world rich in resources? 


‘The secret was revealed. Long before the great 


- storm burst upon them preparation had been made 
_ to protect these simple children of God. 


From the dawn'of the East, a glorious angel had 
been seen keeping back the mighty winds that were 
ready to sweep over the earth till special help had 


been given to all the Churches. Silent messengers 
of God were instructed to visit not only each con- 


gregation but every member and give the help that 
each needed, lest faith should fail. This help is 
called sealing, as sealing indicates better than any 


other figure how private and how entirely safe the 
protection should be. The king seals the letter and 


his signet protects it from any kind of interference. 


_ Nebuchadnezzar seals the den of lions and none can 


enter. The Jews seal the tomb of the Saviour and 
that was sufficient to prevent any disciple from 
1 Glover, The Jesus of History, p. 211. 
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meddling with it. The seal is the duthoritative = 
guarantee of safety, but it is more than that. It  __ 
not only protects but stimulates. It is like the gas” *) IN 
helmet, which not only saves from shells but allows 

its possessor to walk through the noxious and deadly 
fumes of the noxious gas without danger. It is not 
only a security from attack but a means of strength 
and courage. Every Christian then was prepared 
before the great persecution arose. Long before the 
year 90 when the storm burst a particular min- 
istry of care had been exercised, the Christians 
unconsciously had been prepared; all had been | 
personally sealed. One great day in their lives 
had brought this home to them with particular — 
power. One by one they had knelt before their 
Lord as represented by the Bishop, and in the laying 

on of his hands had felt personally sealed “ with the 

Holy Spirit of promise.’’ It seemed as though God — 
had then claimed each one for His own and given 
them through the Spirit a sense of being owned and 
possessed by Him, so that they lost their strangeness . 

and were enabled to call Him “ Father,’’ and trust 

Him absolutely with all they had. And ever since 

then, especially on the eve of great crises when danger 
threatened, they seemed to be visited by heavenly 
messengers who bade them be of good cheer. and © 
whispered in their ears experiences, arguments, 
telling facts, hopeful anticipations, nearness of the — 
world to come, assurances of the possession of 
Christ, secret intimations of the personal love of 





f 








: oy ae “ The fo 










His, and let every one that nameth the name of 


condition of permanence being that he keeps himself 
~ clear from all iniquity, that he walks in the straight 
path, rejoicing in the certainty that the time of 
sojourn is short and the glorious eternity of fellow- 
ship with God'and his friends is long. So the 
preparation was made, no distinction between 
: ‘Church and Church. Twelve thousand in each were 
: - sealed, that is, the Divine Love was as careful of 
the small struggling community as of her better 
_ placed neighbour: Serbia as much thought of as 
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nearness to Christ Who has been with nae 
nothing but this will explain not merely the 


Re ee 


i _ficent courage that has sustained the bereaved it 

____ the strong quiet uplift of faith that has characterized. 
_* them. They have been kept safe from the misery HG: 
of doubt and sin of rebellion by some ite ; 
} 


showing Christian a place where was a fire burning i 
against a wall, and one standing by it, always 
casting much water upon it to quench it, yet did 
the fire burn higher and hotter. Perplexed at this 
Christian was then shown the other side of the wall, 
where he saw a man with a vessel of oil in his hand | ; 
of the which he did also continually cast, but ie 
secretly, into the fire. This was explained by the - 
__Interpreter to mean that Christ continually with | 
_ the oil of His grace maintains the work already — 
f begun in the heart, by the means of which, notwith- 
standing what the devil can do, the souls. of his. 
people prove gracious still. Such then is the secret 








: Uae ay Christ gives His Bae AL enone a = 
~ Church, which enables them, in ‘spite ‘of sorrow, 
poverty, pain, and the assaults of Satan, toremain — 
loyal still and pass through the judgment unharmed. — 

(4) The warning. But this delightful assurance — 


= . of God’s protection is not vouchsafed to all the 


‘Churches. One, that represented by Dan, is missing. 
It is all the more strange because all the other tribes 
are mentioned, and Joseph’s tribe doubled to make 


up the complete and perfect number of twelve. 


_ Evidently in this as in the order in which he places 
the tribes he desires to give warning. Ephesus had 
been warned by her Lord that unless she repented 
her light would be extinguished. It is possible, as ~ 
ean: alas, shows, that a Church may disappear. 


{he tender compassionate love of God is hindered 


by lack of response. Christ could do nothing with 
Judas, who went to his own place. He can do 
- nothing with a Church if she falls away. It may be 


poe that St. John had some Christian community in 


mind that he knew would not survive the shaking 
blows of judgment, some Dan who when the call 
of God came to throw itself into the dangerous 
enterprise ‘‘ abode in ships”’ engrossed in its own 
concerns. It thus becomes an anxious question 
with the Church to-day ; when the war is over will 
the Churches all emerge? The Divine Society will 
_ be complete, but it is possible that some Church 
"that has betrayed Christ’s trust may be wanting, 
that being utterly discredited it will lose its place, 
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to ueabeay by Se other. The ‘Reformation Neen 
to much displacement, the Church of Rome lost _ 
some of her most vigorous and enterprising | isp 
daughters because she’ was selfish and narrow and 
immersed in her own concerns. There may be. ie 
more serious displacements in the era that is iy) 


dawning. 
(5) The testimony. This will and must lope 


as has already been suggested, on the activity and 


energy of members of the separate Churches in 


guiding and helping forward the great changes which _ ae 


the world will see. It is not for nothing that St, 
John sees twelve thousand sealed of each’ tribe. 


- Twelve is used as the number of those who in every 


age have been called out to witness for some truth 


which the world needed. Thus the twelve tribes — , 


of Israel were the appointed witnesses of a pure 


theology and a pure morality in the days of idolatry 


and licence. Later, the twelve Apostles became the 





inheritors of a similar, though higher, spiritual work _ | 


in the world. The number twelve, then, stands for 
a world witness of Divine truth, and the fruit of 
this world witness is a wide and sustained success, 
the twelve multiplied by the twelve a thousandfold.1 
The object of the sealing is not simply preservation 
but preservation by witnessing. The subjects of 
the sealing are not Churches but members of 


Churches, for only through them can the truth of 


1 W. Boyd Carpenter, D.D., Revelation of St. John, 
Chapter vii. 
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as au fearless contain hd the bright cools ‘ 
The Church livés through this and is propagated by 
. May we not hope for remarkable developments ‘ 
| ir Aa Eastern Church now that ou movements 


| a of democracy find her fetters broken, na a: 
_ Gallican and Italian revival awakened through a 
~ mew and open testimony to Jesus. But whatever 
form it takes it is certain that the Church most 







a leading eee in- “the new ae Vee _oppor- 
es will be opened out. China, India, and Africa 
_ have not been undisturbed by the great war. Much 
~ -unsettlement has been experienced, and in the rush 
CS of new ideas which is invading every part of the 
world there will be large room for the thought of 
_. Christ if only there are men and women who are 
able to express it. And there is surely good hope 
_ that much of the spirit of unhealthy*competition 
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‘him, My lord, thou knowest. ‘And he said to. ? 


d comin their robes, und Satie them Ses in teh 
$10 dof the Lamb. Therefore are they before the aroue 
od ; and they serve him day and night in this temple: _ 
the that sitteth on the throne shall spread his taber- — 
sle < over. them. . They shall hunger no more, neither — 
th: rst any more ; neither shall the sun strike upon them, 
no any heat : Or the Lamb which is in the midst of nae 
‘one shall be their shepherd, and shall guide them unto 
fountains of waters of life: and God shall 1 wipe away every 
tear from théir eyes.’’—REV. vil. G47. a 
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CHAPTER VII 


THE JOY OF THOSE WHO GAVE THEIR LIFE FOR 
THE CAUSE 


“Behold, a great multitude, which no man could 
number, out of every nation, and of al/ tribes and peoples 
and tongues, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, arrayed i in white robes, and palms in their hands.’’ 
—REV. vii. 9. 


LL the difficulties St. John had felt had been 
met, if not cleared away. Wicked as the 
world was, oppressive and tryannical as the power 
of Rome showed itself to be, and weak as the Church” 
seemed, the Cause for which the Apostle stood was 
certain to triumph, though not in the way that 
earthly kingdoms conquered. Not by might, nor 
by power, but by the spirit of sacrifice. This was 
expressed by the Son of God Who as the Lamb, 
standing amidst humanity as though slain, was at 
the very heart of the struggle. He was still in the 
world though the world knew Him not, and day 
by day in the Eucharistic services of the Church 
presented the everlasting sacrifice of Himself and 
His disciples before the Father. 
. But what of them? What of those who had made 
103 
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= pleasant and lovely in life for the Cause? "What Of 4 
“the mighty dead who had thought it but a. small : 
thing to give up all for Christ and His Kingdom ; a 
In answer, the prophet was shown an immense 


= number of people, like the stars for multitude, like 
_ the sand on the seashore for number. As far as 


his eye could reach they stretched, range behind 
‘range and yet behind them again further masses of - 
human beings of every sex and age, of every tongue 
and people. In their white garments they resembled 


--a never-ending vista of snow-clad hills, whilst the 






palms they held in their hands seemed in their — 


waving like outstretched wings such as you may see 
in a vast swannery when something disturbs the 
birds and they stand on their feet with necks and 
feathers outspread, hesitating whether to take 
flight or not. And this unnumbered multitude was 
of every nationality, language and family, and yet 


all were merged in one great unity, one close and 


intimate brotherhood. Nothing that was advan- 


_ tageous in the earthly bond was lost, nothing that _ 


could contribute to the unity of the whole was 
missing. They were no longer divided by language, 
customs or dress. All the old barriers were gone 
--and they knew one another in Christ as brothers 
and sisters, fellow-citizens of one great Kingdom, 
animated by one great purpose. And yet this strong 
‘sense of perfect unity had not destroyed the bond of 
_ unforgotten ties which history and life and a thou- 











riences ae ones for ae ‘Ma families i 
There were ties within: ties, unions within — 
unions. Though each shared the life of the i immense i 
_ whole, yet the whole never made the parts less loyal ede 
to their own past. That however which chiefly 
impressed the Apostle was neither their glorious 
appearance nor their immense number, but their 
great joy and common expression of devotion. 
To describe that his imagéry takes us back to the 
happiest and most inspiriting of all the old festal 
celebrations he remembered, the commemoration  _ 
of the Feast of Tabernacles. This combined within 
itself so far as it could what we express not only — 
at harvest, but at Christmas. It was not only 
gratitude for God’s blessed providence in the supply | 
of all the fruits of the earth in their season, but for 
His loving care and protection of them during the 
_ forty years’ wandering in the wilderness, when He . 
alone was their Home. It has been thus described: =~ 
“The Feast of Tabernacles was a season of universal < 
_ joy—the entire population again dwelt in tents, 
but not with the accompaniments of travel, fatigue 
and solicitude ; all was hilarity, all wore a holiday 
appearance: the varied green of the ten thousand — 
branches of different trees, the picturesque ceremony 
of the water libation, the general illumination ; 
the sacred solemnities in and before the Temple, 
the feast, the dance, the sacred songs, the full 
harmony of the choral music; the bright joy that 
lighted up every face and the gratitude in harvest 
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comparison, vind oe a aes grace of 
individuality that sets out each in separate per- 
fection. And this happy holiday joy finds acommon 
expression. — Just as a vast audience on hearing of 
some great act of beneficence is moved by a common 
impulse to express in a mighty outburst of applause 
‘their admiration, or the crowd of some besieged 
city on learning of their deliverance are moved by a 
pontaneous impulse to roar out their welcome to 
their deliverer, so this host of Heaven, fired by a 
common spirit of gratitude and devotion, shout with 
a loud voice, “ Salvation to our God that sitteth on 
‘the Throne and to the Lamb. ’ For every one there 
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knows personally what salvation means. It is not 
a pious hope, a theological expression, a party 
watchword, but a reality which every part of their 
being acclaims. What means this perfect peace of 
conscience, this sense of freedom from sin! What 
means this beauty and delightful ease of movement ! 
What means this perfect fellowship and absence of 
all misunderstanding! What means this holy joy 
and abounding satisfaction! It is all expressed in 
Salvation. And just as we feel there is an added 
joy when some valuable gift comes to us from a 
person in high position for whom we have warm 
affection and high admiration, so this sovereign 
blessing of deliverance acquires a new distinction 
when it is recognized as coming straight from the 
Father and from Jesus Christ. We look back to 
its first beginning in our Baptism, its development 
through prayer and Holy Communion, its deepening 
through sorrow and trial, its perfecting in death, 
and we recognize that there is but one hand in it 
throughout from start to finish and that the hand 
of God. It is difficult to take in all that it means, 
Some of its elements, however, are made clear. 
Let us first look at those which express deliver- 
ance. 

(1) Freedom from the great tribulation. All recol- 
lect one darkest time when sorrow after sorrow 
swept over them and trial after trial assailed them. 
It seemed as though they would have been engulfed. 
It was what the Crucifixion was to St. John, what 











ae ioe > were to. he oe a shad and 
difficult time, an altégether evil day, but He ‘had 
_ been with them and out of it they had come. ~ 


(2) Freedom from sin. And it was this fiery 


- ordeal that was so purifying in its influence. These 
beautiful bodies and perfected minds, these delight- 
- ful affections and joyous impulses, they had been 


made there. That cross had been indeed but .a 


symbol of the great Cross of Christ through which 


alone they were-justified and sanctified, and yet it 

had had purgative power and they knew that in a 
practical as well as a theological sense. “‘ They had 
washed their robes and made them white in the 


_ blood of the Lamb.” Their dark and evil disposi- 


tions, their sinful inclinations, their undisciplined 
habits, had been purified, altered, made right in 


_ the pain of the Cross! They had come out of the 


great tribulation purified and perfected. Perhaps. 
nothing is more difficult to imagine than this. We 
are so familiar with sin and the infirmities tied to 
it, so accustomed to moods and tempers, conven- 
tionalities and deceits, to formality and self-com- 
placency, pride, malice and envy, that it is im-_ 
possible to realize our very best and the joy of 
being all unspoiled by a single shadow of evil. 
Some have felt the difficulty of this so strongly that 
they have supposed that it is not reached at death 
but only after ages in Purgatory, where a gradual 
process takes place. Whatever truth there may be 
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Fe of si sin. ee Oe: has ot been ide of the 
_ great changes to our whole dispositions that must 
* ensue when we are free-from sinful bodies and minds, _ 
and when all the circumstances of our new life are _ 


such that there is no inclination to think or do what — 
is wrong. Even a new dress, a charming home, | 


_. where there is everything to delight and nothing to 7 


mar, and a perfect set of circumstances have been — 
known to make a great change in a selfish woman — 


who surprises every one by her kindness; and if that _ : 
be so, how great the moral change when we suddenly — 


find ourselves young again, in perfect health and in 
the society of the very best! A } 
(3) Freedom from trial. “‘ They shall hanes no | 
more, neither thirst any more, neither shall the sun se 
light on them, nor any heat.’’ Hunger, thirst, glare : 
and dryness have been the source of many severe 
trials and temptations. Perhaps only a few have 


- known the pain of starvation, but we are all con- 


scious of a thousand longings unsatisfied. If we 
have not felt hunger for bread we have felt the 
sharper craving for knowledge, progress and ability 


- for work. Disappointment we have experienced. 


We have yearned to be our very best and only found 
a commonplace dullness. And how we have hated 
the garish day, when life has been robbed of its 
mystery and all we see stands staring and hard 


like a common street in the noonday sun! And. 
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ane oe Wing fountains of waters, gi is ways bee 
our oie there Aa still be desire, ever and 


are ae ‘The saints see and desire to know : : 
: they know and long to possess ; they possess and are 
carried forward by their possession to a further stage | 
when desire begins again, and so on and so on 
through the ages, ever knowing and ever loving — 
what they know. And all this at the hands of Him 
_ Who is their Chief Shepherd here as He was on 
a earth. It is one of their chief joys that He sustains 
__ their life now as before, that they owe everything 
to Him, the heavenly food as well as the springs of 


a 
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living waters. They are not self-sufficient because 
the trials of their pilgrimage are over; they have 


_ not everything within their own resources because 


the new life has begun, they still lead the dependent 
life and look to Christ for the food they need and the 
guidance which gives life. So they are never 
isolated, solitary or alone, but always sharing with 
others the joy of the life which they have in Him. 

(4) Freedom from sorrow. Will there be tears in 
Heaven that men may still know the joy of consola- 
tion, or will all cause for ‘sorrow be absent? It is 
generally supposed that the words of the Apostle 
must mean the absence and not simply the removal 
of sorrow. If so the words “‘ He shall wipe away 
every tear” cannot be taken literally, but as a 
metaphor signifying that sorrow is unknown. But 


_ here again the joy of consolation, one of the most 


precious in our experience when it is real and full, 
is one of our great treasures. Wecan all remember 
the affection our friend’s kindness stirred within 
us as he sat beside us and |removed every vestige 
of sorrow. Further, it is difficult to see how memory 
can be retained without the cause of sorrow. That 


‘our relations with those whom we have known will 


continue seems one of those sure and abiding facts 
on which we can rely. It is impossible to suppose 
that companionships, associations, fellowship with 
others will cease when we pass over. He who gave 
will not take away. And yet these remembrances 
as we think of our own past associations have within 
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Suse oe bee we 4 onuee think of all wh« 
Rea we have known and cared for without a shadow of o 
a _ sadness. If this be so we are assured. here that — 


before the shadow darkens, before the tear gathers 


solution. Why is this? we ask. Our very sym- 


explaining and removing all our fears. And gradu- 


ally all sorrow is removed, all tears are dried, ue 
- -we ever learn fresh love for our Consoler. 


(5) Before the Throne of God. It has always been 


| ee that the Beatific Vision or the sight of God 
is the crowning blessing of Heaven. And if we dwell 


on the pleasure that we have received through those 
expressions of the Divine Beauty we have been 
allowed to see here, then it must be so. A glorious 


sunset, a range of snow-clad mountains in the early 


morning when the sun is just rising, a beautiful 
face, are only suggestions of His loveliness; and yet 
how deeply our emotions have been stirred through 
them. A poem, a picture, a piece of music will give 


- us extraordinary pleasure, and yet they are only. 


the outer rays of His glory. The Throne of God 
must embody all that is most beautiful and uplift- 
ing. It must then give infinite satisfaction to every 
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into. the eye, One is beside us removing it and its — 
cause. The mystery of life is very varied, and even 
there where we see face to face, the enigmas only 
get solved as they come up before the mind for 


s 3 pathy stirs the feeling of sorrow, but before it finds | 
expression there is One near us Who is secretly 








en we have an amazing cabacily ae croueinin 4 
Even here we find that it is the — 
pure and simple who are able to realize earth’s — 
beauty best, but even they are weighed down by a 
 corruptible and sinful nature. When thisisremoved _ 
it is impossible to measure the joy the sight of God 


g and enjoying it. 


will give. The telescope carries our delighted’ sight 


to worlds beyond our gaze, the microscope unfolds i : 
‘colours and glories in the insect’s wing quite unsus- 


pected. The knowledge of astronomy places the 
great sights of the world of stars in an ordered 


harmony, and what we learn through entomology 
gives fresh wonder to the surprises revealed to us. 
But all these devices for increasing our knowledge - 


and therefore our joy are clumsy and rude when 
compared with the quick intuition which sees not 


only the beauty but the meaning at a glance. And 


' the Throne of God is the centre of all knowledge, 
for He Who is seated there comprehends all that 
is knowable, and seeing Him we see all things in 
Him. Here it is only by an effort of will that we 
relate Nature, history, our friends to. Him; large 
numbers of people find:no reference to Him at all; 
“but there the most obvious fact is that all things 


are in Him and by Him. It is impossible to imagine © 


what a satisfaction this will mean to the intellect 
which loves order and harmony. When~ some 
lecturer on natural history shows not only how 








oly SO” imperfect stirs our joy, mee on be 
he effect of a ae revelation of ordered eae 
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Paes a human face like unto his « own. In tis we 
walks through Paradise, he will have learnt as : 
was” never possible before of the infinity of the 
niverse, its immensity and endless. variety. . 
Besides these things of which human knowledge — 
gave him some conception, there are sights and _ 
sounds, creatures and creations of extraordinary _ 
interest ; orders of spiritual beings, principalities, — 
dominations, powers, archangels, angels, which defy _ 
enumeration’ and yet proclaim the inexhaustible 
wisdom and majesty of God. And yet out of all 
this creative generosity, far exceeding hope and 
thought, presenting shapes and forms surprisingly 
beautiful and yet unrelated to our experience, — 
there is at the centre a human face like unto our 
. face, ‘the face of the Incarnate Lord, the Son of | 
God. It is as though some one who had lived for’ 
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years amongst the natives of India without seeing | 
any of his countrymen travels to the great Durbar 
of Delhi and there sees enthroned amongst the 
native princes his own King. *'We shall never know | 
till then what a wonderful dignity belongs to the 
human face, what a high privilege it is to be a human 
being. The face of Christ, expressing as it will not 
only all that we recognize to be greatest and best in 
man, but something far beyond this, possibilities 
of humanity as yet undreamt of, will be and must 
be the greatest sight that Eternal Life can give. 
(6) Unending service. But this joy that comes 
from the contemplation of perfect Beauty and 
Wisdom, which has been too little thought Of, 
seeing that it constitutes our chief happiness here, 
as our attendance at concerts and picture galleries 
and our rushing to places where Nature’s sights are 
to be seen clearly shows, is not the only element 
in the life of the perfected saints. As here so 
there a large part of our life is service. We cannot 
of course tell what are the objects of this ministry. 
But we need only look around us to find enough to 
hazard a guess. The thoughtful Christian cannot 
regard the life of his own time or that revealed by 
history and not be haunted by the thought of the 
masses of human beings who have had neither hope 
nor opportunity of accepting or refusing the message 
of God. They are all the objects of Divine love and 
compassion. It may be that the saints serve them. 
St. Peter gives as a reason for enduring suffering 








died for Christ might fulfil a similar service. 
Boe surely no work would give more happiness than this. 

n Here such missionary work is encompassed by the 
- fundamental difficulty that we are separated by 
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so many barriers from those whom we desre to 
reach and that our interest in God’s cause is so weak. 
These hindrances will not be known to the redeemed. 


Always filled with the joy and love of God they will — 


go forth with surprising patience and affection to 


_ those to whom they may be sent. And if these 


should prove to be those who had shared the experi- 


ences of earth and had been in some way related to 
‘then or known by them, their pleasure would 
be all the greater.‘ It is true that the word which 


St. John uses does not point directly to this kind 
of service, but rather to that of the sanctuary, 
and here we are not accustomed to the thought 
of human service being one with Divine service. 
But in the world of eternal realities these contrasts 
will be done away and worship and service will be 


'. one, for neither can ever be apart from the Presence 


of God. ‘‘ There is no Temple there,” as there is no ~ 


_ longer any necessity for special places or times for 


worship. Those who are before the Throne of God 
are ever in the sanctuary and they are still within 
it when they are serving the needs of humanity or 
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th le None of the orf i the Deouls of God ra. 
the mysterious Shekinah of God which rested ove 
the mercy-seat and symbolized God’s indwellin 
: Drtecikics, This joy will have its fulfilment i in Heave 
when all God’s saints will be conscious of Go 
enfolding Presence. Never will the cry rise from 
any heart, “‘ Where shall I find Him? Oh, that 
_knew where I might findHim!”’ There will always 
be a sense of His Presence. Just as a king’s arrival © 
to be the guest of one of his subjects gives a dignity 
_ and interest to all who are staying in the house and 
enables them to rise to their opportunities, so this 
pervading feeling that all are in God gives great 
peace. There is a sense of absolute security, ample 
protection and infinite resources, so that no. one — 
feels weak or afraid. In Him they can do anything — ite 
_ and everything, and they know in a way we cannot 
know here that they are in Him and under the 
shadow of His wings. It might be thought that 
His universal Presence would merge all separate 
- individualities in Him, but nothing He gives is ever 
_ withdrawn and the more completely they are in 
_ Him the more completely they are themselves. 
They are never really lost in the ocean of God’s 
Love though It floods their whole being. bi) 


Such is the wonderful and entrancing expectation 
I 
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ae bictte the horrors od woes tof the cae tribulati ne 
-_ and now and again shrinking from the task that was 
set before them because of the fear that in losing — 
life they lost all. On the contrary there was seen — 
that life’s best was but a poor thing compared. with — 

_ God’s best, which if only they were faithful to the 
end they would obtain. Those who had come out of 
the great tribulation were in joy unspeakable. 
‘Death had introduced them to fullness of being in 


_ which nothing had been lost that was worth pre- 


serving and all had been gained that would give = 


perfection. J 





The vision speaks to us at this time in the same 
strain. If our cause is God’s Cause then those who | 
lay down their lives for it lay them down for Him. 
If they have vision to see Christ amongst them as the _ 
Lamb standing as it had been slain, uniting all their _ 
sufferings to His, if they have that spiritual know- 
ledge of their own experiences that leads them to 

the conviction that God is mysteriously with them, 
sealing them for His own, then to go through the 
tribulation and to come out of it safely in and 
through Christ is to know the infinite bliss that 
belongs to the redeemed. 

It may be that many are unconscious of this. — 
Their relation to God has always been obscure and 
in the few months at the Front they have received 
no clear light. They would make little of ‘their 
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lost in the muddled teaching long ago received. 
Yet they remembered how their hearts biimed” 
within them as some living preacher set Christ 
before them. They could have listened for hours, 


i sacrifice. Duty coeapaltea ‘them to on and. they 
died because their duty lay that way. But they _ 
had never really known Christ, for He had been | 


f 








and left the Church with a strong desire to hear the hee 
man again. They remembered that “ Jesu, Lover 


of my soul” was their favourite hymn, and.it was 
not only the tune but something in the words they 


could not interpret; they remembered how they — 


loved the image of Him as seen in the sister who 
lived Him. The life had been rough and coarse 
but these living impressions had remained. And 


now the summons hadcome. One sharp twinge and | 


the veil was lifted and a face looked into theirs 
that they knew to be the face of the son of Man. 
Yes, there He was of whom the teacher taught in 
the Sunday School and the preacher preached on 
that memorable Sunday and the choir sang. There 
He was, His eyes, His countenance, His being full 
of love, for He is Love; yes, “‘ Jesu, Lover of my soul ”’ 
that was true. And with that love there is “ the 
keen sanctity which with its effluence like a glory 
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clothes and circles round the Crucified,” that also was | 


true, a fact to be faced. And the first feeling may well 
be that of Isaiah, ‘‘ Woe is me for I am undone, 
. for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 


Hosts,” or that of St. Peter, ‘‘ Depart from me, for 














the hidden tah there will rise the old words 


Plenteous grace with Thee is found, 
nich) Grace ‘to cleanse: from every sits) (0 > a ee 
Let the healing streams abound, 
Make and keep me pure within; 
Thou of life the fountain art, — 
Freely let me take of Thee ; 
Spring Thou up within my heart, 
Rise to all eternity. 
ah ‘And He Who is not extreme to mark what is done C 
amiss, Who does not quench the smoking flax, ‘ 
- Who does not break the bruised reed, He Who is. 
the Friend of sinners, takes such offering | of penitence — 
_ and faith as he can give and places him in that happy 
: ‘school of discipleship through which he may | rise 
to the highest bliss of the perfected, 0) 7°: 


Thou know’st our bitterness—our joys are Thine; 
_. No stranger Thou to all our wanderings wild ; 

Nor could we bear to think how every line ~ 

Of us, Thy darken’d likeness and defiled, 

Stands in full sunshine of Thy piercing eye, = 
But that Thou call’st us Brethren: sweet repose 
Is in that word! The Lord Who dwells on high 
- Knows all, yet loves us better than He knows. 
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“ A volume marked by all the qualities which we have learned to expect from the 
Bishop of Edinburgh, by aptness of illustration, clearness of style, wise caution, 
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“ Dr. Walpole is always a helpful writer. In this book he applies his mind and heart 
to the consideration of the many problems raised by the war, and has something to. say 
on many subjects that rise to the mind of all who reflect upon the present situation .. . 
a remarkable and outspoken book... deserves careful study.””—Church Family News- 


paper. 


THE SHRINE AND THE PRESENCE. 2s. 6d. net. 


The Guardian says :—‘ Many will find reason to be grateful to Dr. Walpole for his 
inspiring book.” 
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| WHAT IT IS AND HOW WE ENTER IT. 
Ly a Crown 8vo, Cloth Gilt, 2s. 6d. 
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_*{ No one can say that the positive teaching about the Kingdom 
: of Heaven, which is now current, is satisfactory. With some 

4 ' it is purely eschatological, referring simply to the apocalyptic 

| consummation of Messiah’s rule ; with others it isa dream ofa 

social ideal towards which mankind is tending ; with others it 
is a concrete form of spiritual doctrine.”—Fvom the Author's 

Introduction. 

‘ _ © Dr. Walpole was guided by a true instinct to the choice of 

his subject for the Bishop Paddock Lectures which he recently 

gave in New York. He is certainly right in thinking that a 
time has come when the question of the Kingdom of Heaven 
should again be re-examined. The problem is one that presses 
in the region of New Testament criticism, and in connection 
with the discussions of pluralistic philosophy. . . . This is a 
book of quite the right sort. _ It is full of ideas, presented with 
much freshness, as well as with scholarship and sanctified 
common sense. . . . Perhaps the most striking chapter in the 
book is that entitled ‘The Kingdom of Heaven and Nature,’ 
and we would specially direct attention to what is said about 
the Gospel miracles. This is a timely and valuable contribu- 
tion to current theological thought.”--Guardian. 


‘PERSONALITY AND POWER 


| OR, THE SECRET OF REAL INFLUENCE. 


| Crown 8vo, Cloth, 23. 6d. met. 
‘©A series of thoughtful addresses on the secret of real 

| influence. _He shows how the development or revelation of 
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the true self should be the aim of life, and that men best 
help others by what they are, not by what they have... . 
The book is one well worth careful study; and its reflections 
will be found stimulating.”—WMew Age. 

**The book to give a boy when he leaves school and takes 
up his life-work, or begins the years at the University whick 
fit him for a professional future.”—Commonwealth. : 
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i= It has been suggested Lys many clergy and laity who have saa’ 

- Canon Walpole’s People’s Psalter that an edition in larger type 
would be acceptable, especially for the use of choirs. This is now | 
carried out by the issue of a larger volume in clearer type, and. 
with the addition of the “‘Cathedral Pointing,” as adopted in the 
Psalm-books issued by Messrs, Novello,,Ewer & Co. 
** The usefulness of an already useful and popular work has been greatly 
increased.” —Guardian. 


“This Psalter forms a volume that will prove useful and instructive to 
many a worshipper, and it should have a large circulation.” 
; Oxford Chronicle. 
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BISHOP OF ST. ALBANS:—“'I think it a most useful little eae 
book, and shall be glad to recommend it,” \' 
Canon BENHAM :—“‘It strikes me, at this moment, as about the (aes 
best on Holy Communion which I have ever seen.” i 


The Rev. B. M. O, HANCOCK :—“I feel the book is worthy of 
unqualified recommendation. It meets a real need; the devotions 
and instructions are fervid, wise, and catholic.” 
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saaly wisinatte volume ... a work eminently suited to meet the needs of 
ean and which none can study without receiving profit and cation tens — 


will now become as much a standard work as his equally valuable book on the \ 
ene ‘More than that it is unnecessary and indeed impossible to say.’’— The 
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te 


i. si “A eee eee volume.”—The Churchman. : fox 


‘THE CHURCHES IN BRITAIN. Two volumes. Each 


' 5s. net. 


yoke Dr. Alfred Plummer writes with charm as well as with careful accuracy. We eb - 
i / here history that is reliable, clothed in an attractive dress. ... We can conceive of — 
_ no better and more interesting introduction to the study of Church History than the — 
volume before us. Altogether the book is one to be read, and we have little doubt but 
that it will be enjoyed.”—The Record. 
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